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A popular example of this type of radio is the Midland WR120 NOAA Weather Alert Radio. 
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 Close and lock 
all doors, 
windows and 
vents. This will 
prevent drafts and could help save 
your house.
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Evacuation Zones 

Each city and town in Lamorinda is divided into Evacuation Zones to aid first 
responders. It is not necessary for residents to know which zone they are in. The zones 
are simply a communications tool for fire, police and the Community Warning System.  

If you are interested, zone maps can be found at: https://lamorindacert.org/map-page/ 

When a disaster is eminent or has happened, police and fire officials will determine 
which zones, or parts of zones, need to be evacuated.  

 

Evacuation routes: Evacuation routes will be dependent upon the location of the 
disaster. Unlike a hurricane that always comes from one direction, fire is driven by 
wind and can come from any direction. The best way for residents to evacuate will 
depend on where the disaster is, which way it is moving if it is a fire, and which roads 
are clear enough for traffic and will be communicated in the evacuation order. Some 
routes may be used for incoming fire and rescue equipment while other routes may be 
designated for traffic in all lanes to exit the area. 

Where to go: While it is always best to leave early and get out of the area completely, at 
times that may not be possible. Temporary Refuge Areas may be set up, if appropriate, 
and you will be directed to them. If a Temporary Refuge Area is not established, find a 
large area with few trees and shelter in the center of an open area, such as a school 
playfield or golf course.   
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The County Sheriff’s Office Community Warning System (CWS) will 
then send an Evacuation Warning or Evacuation Order to those 
residents within the affected zones. Only hardwired landline 
telephones such as those provided by AT&T, registered VoIP phones 
and registered cell phones can be called by the CWS.  

To register your cell phones and your VoIP phones (Comcast, Vonage, Magic Jack, and 
other internet-based telephones), go to http://cococws.com/ . 

If necessary due to the scope of the disaster, the Federal Integrated Public Alert & 
Warning System (IPAWS) can be utilized to broadcast through every cell tower in 
the county. 

Evacuation Message.  When delivering an evacuation order to residents, the 
following information may be included in the evacuation message: 

 Location of the hazard 
 Route to take to evacuate 
 Location of Temporary Refuge Area 
 Time that is available to evacuate 
 What to do with pets / livestock 
 How to request assistance for those who need assistance 
 Procedures to check on the safety of neighbors 
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