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Justification for
Increasing to 2
DUA

Staff Report Attachment Applicant Written
Statements E.1.
”In reviewing the General Plan Amendment,
the Town must consider the relationship of
the proposal (13 homes as designed) to the
status quo (6-8 homes maybe fewer). Since
that 6-8 project would be infeasible, would
have no choice but file with the County if
the amendment is denied by the Town
Council.”

Justification for
1 DUA

Planning Commission Staff Report Page 29
1-DUA…[was] applied to the property by the
Town Council in 2002 in the adopted
General Plan. The Town Council at that time
determined that 1 unit per acre would be
the appropriate density for development on
the property. In addition, the 1-DUA area in
the project property is part of a larger 1DUA area along the southern edge of the
Town. This 1-DUA area was applied, in part,
to establish a transition zone from urban to
rural lands. If the Planning Commission
adheres to the 1 unit per acre designation,
up to 9 homes would be permitted.

MOFD Wildfire Action Plan
2.1 Wildfire Environment
Wildfires are a part of the natural ecosystem in
Moraga and Orinda. The Mediterranean- like
climate with no summer rains, the steep, windconducive topography, and fire- adapted native
vegetation set the stage for periodic burns. The
fire environment is made more dangerous by
the abundant hazards and risks associated with
a large population and dense pattern of
development. The urban side of the wildlandurban interface brings new hazards into the
equation with introduced vegetation,
structures constructed of flammable materials,
and many potential ignition sources.

NOVA – Inside the Megafire – May 8, 2019
NARRATOR: Noel Livingston is a veteran incident commander
for the U.S. Forest Service. He first started fighting fires 36
years ago.
NOEL LIVINGSTON: How do we manage this fire problem that
we have? Because we have a fire problem. We have landscapes
that are out of sync, and we have people living in those same
landscapes. The easy solution of, “Well let’s just let it burn,”
isn’t realistic.
NARRATOR: Today, nearly 100-million Americans have made
the decision to live in the woods, what scientists call the
“wildland-urban interface.”
JENNIFER BALCH: We love these places, and yet, we’re living
with a certain amount of risk that they will go up in flames.
We’re literally putting homes in the line of fire. There are
hundreds of thousands of homes that have been threatened
over the last several decades by wildfires, and we expect that
to go up.

Fast-moving wildfire prompts evacuations in
Moraga
Mercury News, October 10, 2019
The fire came amid strong, dry wind gusts that caused red flag
conditions and brought a planned power shutdown by PG&E.
It grew quickly, reaching 40 acres in less than an hour.
Just before 2 a.m., with flames approaching the back fences of
homes along Merrill Road, Moraga police issued the
evacuation order…
The warning went out on the county’s Community Warning
System.
“Due to a fast moving fire, an immediate evacuation has been
ordered for the Sanders Ranch neighborhood in Moraga,”
officials said in a statement issued through Contra Costa
County’s community warning system. “Residents along Sanders
Ranch Road, Merrill Drive and Harrington Road should
evacuate now.”
“Take only those essential items you have ready and can carry
with you,” the alert added.

Moraga Fire Risk Map with Location of Proposed Development

Santa Rosa Fire Risk Map & Maps of the Tubbs and Glass Fires

