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Overview and Research Objectives

Godbe Research was commissioned  to conduct a survey of local voters with 
the following research objectives: 

Assess potential voter support for potential local funding measure(s)—
including a local sales tax and/or community facilities district option-- that 
could help with funding streets and roads; 

Prioritize projects and programs to be funded with the proceeds; 

Test the influence of various statements on potential voter support; 

fIdentify the optimum tax amount at which voters will support potential 
measure(s);

Identify any differences in voter support due to demographic and/or voter 
b h i l h t i tibehavioral characteristics.
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Methodology Overview

Data Collection Telephone Interviewing

U i 9 001 lik l N b 2012 t i thUniverse 9,001 likely November 2012 voters in the 
Town of Moraga.

Fielding Dates May 15 through May 24, 2012g y g y

Interview Length 18 minutes

Sample Size 302p

Margin of Error ± 5.5% 
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Note: The data have been weighted to reflect the actual population characteristics of likely voters in the 
Town of Moraga in terms of their gender, age, and political party type.



Strategic ObservationsStrategic Observations

The survey demonstrates that a Town of Moraga one centThe survey demonstrates that a Town of Moraga, one-cent 
sales tax Measure to preserve and maintain Town services 
and help repair streets and roads, is potentially viable for a 
November 2012 Election, but results are within the Margin of 
Error.

After all information is shared, support is at 54%, with a 
margin of error of +/- 5.5%.

Unfortunately, a $14 million CFD receives only 40% support 
and is not viable in the foreseeable future We recommend
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and is not viable in the foreseeable future.  We recommend 
that this be eliminated as a viable option.



Key Findings



Support for Statewide Tax Measures
(n=302)

Strongly support
28.0%Strongly oppose

25 4%

DK/NA
5.0%

25.4%

Somewhat support
17 9%Mixed opinions

Somewhat oppose
6.0%

17.9%
17.7%
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Uninformed Support
(n=302)

To preserve and maintain Town services and 
facilities, including: 
• fixing potholes and cracks;

Definitely No
29.4%

Definitely
• maintaining neighborhood police patrols 

and response times;
• repairing neighborhood streets; 
• maintaining recreation programs for youth 

and seniors; 

Definitely 
Yes

34.5%

• maintaining Town parks and facilities; and 
• other general Town services, 
shall the Town of Moraga enact a one cent 
sales tax for 20 years with the authority to 
incur debt to accelerate infrastructure 
projects ith ann al a dits citi ens’

Probably No
10.4%

Probably 
Yes

19.2%

S projects, with annual audits, citizens’ 
oversight, no funds for Sacramento and all 
funds spent only in Moraga?

DK/NA
6.5%

Total Support
53.7%
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Features of the Measure
(n=302)

Repair pot holes and cracks 0.87

P t th l f i

Fix streets in every neighborhood, including yours

Rebuild and repave Town streets

Keep streets from falling into disrepair

0 70

0.71

0.76

0.84

Repair all 56 miles of the Town’s roads

Maintain sidewalks, handicap ramps, etc.

Maintain rapid police response times

Prevent potholes from occurring

0.55

0.56

0.58

0.70

Maintain year round programs for children/teens

Maintain Town parks

Maintain neighborhood police patrols

Repair all 56 miles of the Town s roads

0.45

0.45

0.54

Create a fenced dog park at Rancho Laguna Park

Enhance our local business environment

Maintain senior services and facilities

-0.45

0.23

0.33
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Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: 
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, “No Effect” = 0, “Somewhat Less Likely” = -1, and “Much Less Likely” = -2.

-2 -1 0 1 2
No Effect Somewhat 

More  Likely
Much More  

Likely
Much Less  

Likely
Somewhat 

Less  Likely



Influence of Informational Statements
(n=302)

Give local control over local funds for local needs 1.11

D l i i t / i t d i t

Emergency vehicles avoid travelling on Rheem Blvd

Experts rate streets among worst in Bay area

0 99

1.02

1.05

In 2009, Moraga’s streets were classified as “at-risk”

State takeaways crushing local communities

Delaying maintenance/repairs to roads increase costs

0.95

0.97

0.99

1st step addressing $25 million backlog of street repairs

Residents choose Moraga because high quality of life

Requires independent citizens’ oversight, financial audits

0.74

0.91

0.94

Without the measure, streets and roads will deteriorate

This measure will preserve the safety of Moraga’s roads

1st step addressing $25 million backlog of street repairs

0.73

0.73
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No Effect Somewhat 
More Likely

Much More 
Likely

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: 
“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0.

0 1 2



Informed and Uninformed Support
(n=302)

To preserve and maintain Town 
services and facilities, including: 
• fixing potholes and cracks;
• maintaining neighborhood police 

patrols and response times;Final 29.3% 24.6% 8.8% 30.4% 6.9% patrols and response times;
• repairing neighborhood streets; 
• maintaining recreation programs for 

youth and seniors; 
• maintaining Town parks and facilities; 

and

Final 
Ballot Test

29.3% 24.6% 8.8% 30.4% 6.9%

and 
• other general Town services, 
shall the Town of Moraga enact a one 
cent sales tax for 20 years with the 
authority to incur debt to accelerate 
infrastructure projects, with annual 

Initial 
Ballot Test

34.5% 19.2% 10.4% 29.4% 6.5%

audits, citizens’ oversight, no funds for 
Sacramento and all funds spent only in 
Moraga?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Definitely Yes Probably Yes Probably No Definitely No DK/NA
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Support for Different Durations
(n=302)

51.0%

14.7%
13.9%

22.6%
Probably Yes
Definitely Yes

24.5% 26.7% 28.1%

y

0.0%
be ongoing 30 years 20 years

Page 11
May 2012



Support for ½-Cent Sales Tax
(n=302)

Definitely Yes
37 1%

DK/NA
7.3%

37.1%
Definitely No

27.0%

Probably Yes
Probably No

7 4% y
21.2%

7.4%
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Support for Future CFD Measure

Moraga Pothole and Street Repair 
Measure.  To repair, maintain and 
improve streets, reduce potential 
flooding and increase road safety 
including by fixing potholes and sealing November 18.0% 21.7% 14.2% 32.4% 13.7% g y g p g
cracks; maintaining, repairing and 
repaving streets; improving 
handicapped ramps, crosswalks and 
bicycle lanes; and other needed road 
repairs; shall the Town of Moraga levy a 
special tax, issue bonds and set an

2012   
(n=302)

18.0% 21.7% 14.2% 32.4% 13.7%

special tax, issue bonds and set an 
appropriations limit not to exceed $14 
million, on behalf of a Community 
Facilities District, at interest rates not to 
exceed the maximum permitted by law?

Mail Ballot 
2013    

(n=175)

18.9% 23.1% 13.9% 29.7% 14.5%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Definitely Yes Probably Yes Probably No Definitely No DK/NA
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Support for Different Rates: November 2012
(n=302)

23.8%

23.7%

Probably Yes
Definitely Yes

20 4%
30.0%

14.5%

19.9%
y

15.4%
20.4% 18.0%

$180 $98 $99 $53 
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Support for Different Rates: Mail Ballot 2013
(n=175)

24.5%

23.8%
30.2%

Probably Yes
Definitely Yes

24.3%

37.9%

15.3%
y

17.5% 17.9%

$180 $98 $99 $53 
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Support for Sales Tax and CFD Measures
(n=302)

Support both
28.2%

DK/NA
12.8%

Won’t support 
any tax

Support sales tax 
onlySupport

y
30.7%

o y
16.4%

Support 
community 

facilities district 
only

11.9%
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Community Priorities for a Town ofCommunity Priorities for a Town of 
Moraga Measure

Repair potholes and cracks (70.3% much more/somewhat 
more likely)
Keep streets from falling into disrepair (67 6% muchKeep streets from falling into disrepair (67.6% much 
more/somewhat more likely)
Rebuild and repave Town streets (67.5% much 
more/somewhat more likely) 
Fix streets in every neighborhood, including yours (64.3% 
much more/somewhat more likely)y)
Prevent potholes from occurring (63.7% much 
more/somewhat more likely)
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Fiscal AccountabilityFiscal Accountability 

Any Town of Moraga Sales Tax Measure proposed byAny Town of Moraga Sales Tax Measure proposed by 
Council should include the following provisions:

Give Moraga local control over local funds for local needs NoGive Moraga local control over local funds for local needs. No 
funds can be taken by the state

Require independent financial audits and Citizens Oversight 

Ensure that out of towners who visit Moraga pay their fair share 
to maintain local roads

Guarantee that food purchased as groceries, prescription 
drugs, professional services and rent would not be subject to 
the additional tax 
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Next StepsNext Steps

Update outreach materials to inform/solicit additional inputUpdate outreach materials to inform/solicit additional input 
and perspectives from more stakeholders, including our 
business community

Continue outreach efforts and presentations to local 
neighborhoods and organizations

Begin to engage these additional constituencies--including 
local small business leaders-- about their views

Accept the community’s preferences and eliminate those 
options that your constituents currently reject
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