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ABOUT TOWN = SEPTEMBER 26, 2013
UPDATE FROM MORAGA TOWN STAFF

PEAR & WINE FESTIVAL — SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Come out to the Moraga Commons Park on Saturday, September 28, for the 15th
Pea—rs Annual Pear & Wine Festival! This is a family-friendly event featuring activities at
the bandshell with DJ RyanO, wine tasting, pear pies, jumpies, food, artists,
informational booths and more. Calling all chefs and artists - don’t miss the Pear
Bett%r‘ Recipe Contest and 2014 Pear & Wine Festival Poster Contest! Visit moraga.ca.us
for additional information.

NEW LEADERSHIP SERIES STARTS TONIGHT

Lamorinda residents are invited to attend a free series of workshops to sharpen leadership skills and
connect with others trying to create a bright future for Moraga. On Thursday, September 26, the first
educational class will focus on Increasing Engagement and Deepening Commitment. The class will be
held at the Serbian Cultural Center, 1700 School Street, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.

COUNCIL CONSIDERS RIDGELINE PROTECTION

On September 25, the Town Council considered potential updates to existing Town regulations that
protect hillsides and ridgelines. The Council directed staff to develop a draft scope of work to begin
soliciting consultant proposals for this effort. The scope is expected to include significant public
outreach, technical support, mapping and analysis to consider revisions to ensure existing
regulations meet community goals for ridgeline protection.

LIVABLE MORAGA ROAD EVENTS

Learn more about the project and opportunities for public input by attending the Welcome Meeting
and Open House on Thursday, October 3, at 6:30 pm at the Hacienda de las Flores. On Saturday,
October 5, join the project team for a fun, interactive Walking Tour along Moraga Road, beginning at
9:00 am at Saint Mary’s College Rheem Campus, 380 Moraga Road. Shuttle transportation will be
provided, but participants are encouraged to walk, bike or carpool between stops. Please RSVP for
shuttle transportation at moraga.ca.us/livablemoragaroad or contact Ellen Clark at 925-888-7041 for
more information.

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS RETURN

During the week of September 30, Maze & Associates, the Town’s independent auditor, will be
conducting final on-site testing of the Town’s financial records for the fiscal year ended June 30,
2013. For the first time, the Town will be preparing a Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, a
significant “upgrade” from the usual Basic Financial Statements.



"y DESIGN REVIEW ORDINANCE

On September 25, the Town Council adopted amendments to Municipal Code Chapter 8.72: Design
Review, to simplify and streamline design review procedures in single family, multi-family,
commercial and other zoning districts. The changes allow for certain types of exterior modifications
to be exempt from design review or to be permitted through staff-level review, rather than requiring
Design Review Board approval. The new regulations will take effect on October 25, 2013.

CALLE LA MESA STORM DRAIN REPAIR PROJECT UPDATE

On September 25, the Town Council awarded a contract to Siteworks Construction for the
construction of the 199 Calle la Mesa/677 Moraga Road Storm Drainage Repair project. This project
is a collaboration between the cities of Lafayette and Moraga. The existing concrete spillway at the
outfall of a 15-inch storm drain pipe was damaged last winter, and in order to ensure that a properly
functioning storm drain outfall will be in place for the upcoming rainy season, the Town’s contractor
will be completing the repair within the next few weeks. Work has already begun on the Lafayette
side and is expected to begin on the Moraga side in late September with completion in mid-October.
For construction-related questions contact Chris Hockett, Construction Manager, at 925-935-9771.

"y MORAGA NIGHT OUT A SUCCESS

On Sunday, September 22, Moragans gathered to participate in Moraga Night Out, presented by the
Moraga Citizen Corps Council. The event offered a venue for citizens to discuss their neighborhood’s
state of emergency preparedness. To kick off the night, the Moraga Chamber of Commerce hosted a
gathering in the Rheem Valley Shopping Center. Residents on Carr Drive, Blaine Circle, and Alta Mesa
hosted neighborhood gatherings and were visited by the members of the fire and police
departments. Moraga Town Councilmember, Mike Metcalf, and Contra Costa County Supervisor,
Candace Andersen, also participated.

COUNCIL ENDORSES MEASURE B: MORAGA SCHOOL DISTRICT’S PARCEL TAX

On September 25 the Moraga Town Council unanimously endorsed Measure B, a proposed annual
parcel tax of $192 per parcel until 2020. This decision came quickly after hearing from Moraga
School District Superintendent, Bruce Burns, and Vice President of the Moraga School Board, Kathy
Ranstrom, about the need for targeted school funding in order to maintain the District’s high quality
schools which help maintain resident property values and the area’s overall desirability.

PAVEMENT REPAIR PROJECT 2013 AND 2014

With the paving complete for the 2013 Pavement Repair Project, the final stages (striping and
completing punch list items) are underway and should be complete by mid-October. The Town is
looking ahead to the 2014 Pavement Repair Project. On September 25, the Town Council approved a
professional services contract with Nichols Consulting to provide management and design services
for 2014 to address as many neighborhood streets as possible, based on available budget. Streets
with a Pavement Condition Index (PCI) rating of ‘Poor’ will receive asphalt overlays; however, the
Town will be evaluating other alternative treatments to stretch the Measure K dollars. When the
current paving project is complete, the Town’s paving website, moraga.ca.us/paving, will be updated
to reflect the 2014 Pavement Repair Project. As information becomes available it will be placed on
both the website and Facebook page, facebook.com/MoragaMeasureK.




Yy CLIMATE ACTION PLAN - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

On Monday, September 30, the Climate Action Plan Task Force will hold one of its final meetings in
the Moraga Library at 4:00 pm. The Task Force has been identifying options for the Town of Moraga
to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. The public is invited to attend.

Y LIBRARY TO HOST E-BOOK WORKSHOP — SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5

This workshop is for Kindle e-book readers and other devices with Kindle apps. Learn how to
download free e-books and audiobooks on your Kindle e-Reader and enjoy the library’s growing
collection of e-books. Workshop requires working knowledge of your device. Registration is required.
Please call (925) 376-6852 or sign up online.

"y PLANNING COMMISSION — MONDAY, OCTOBER 7

On Monday, October 7, the Planning Commission is tentatively scheduled to hear a proposed
variance for an addition at 722 Augusta Drive; and proposed draft text amendments to Municipal
Code Section 8.68.060 regarding setbacks for properties built under County zoning. The Commission
will also hold a Study Session for the Via Moraga project, an 18-unit single-family project located at
489 Moraga Road and a Study Session to consider potential amendments to the General Plan and
Zoning Ordinance for commercial properties in the Rheem Center area. The meeting will be held in
the Moraga Library, 1500 St. Mary’s Road, starting at 7:00 pm.

"y OKTOBERFEST - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13

Join the Hacienda Foundation of Moraga as they host one of their major community fundraisers to
further their mission of enhancing the Hacienda de las Flores property. Party Oktoberfest-style with
the entire family on Sunday, October 13, from 2:00 to 6:00 pm at the Hacienda. Enjoy a live Oompah
band, bratwurst and beer, strudel and pretzels, jumpies, pumpkin patch and pumpkin painting. New
this year is the addition of the Diablo Regional Porsche Club. Celebrate the great beer, food, and cars
of Germany. Visit haciendafoundation.org.

Y HELP SHARE THE TOWN KNOWLEDGE

If you found this newsletter informative and interesting, please forward it to your neighbors and
friends. Not subscribed yet? Sign up for About Town at moraga.ca.us.



