ABOUT TOWN = OCTOBER 12, 2012
BI-WEEKLY UPDATE FROM MORAGA TOWN STAFF

OKTOBERFEST — SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14

Join us on Sunday, October 14, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm as we celebrate our 4™ annual Oktoberfest at
the Hacienda de las Flores! Enjoy authentic German food including sausages, sauerkraut, pretzels
and apple strudel, German beer and a live polka band. There will be pumpkin painting and jumpy
houses for the kids and a free costume photo booth for everyone. Admission is just $5.00 for adults
and children are free! Oktoberfest is a Hacienda Foundation fundraiser worthy of your support to
preserve, enhance and promote the Hacienda.

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING - MONDAY, OCTOBER 15

On Monday, October 15, at the Moraga Library at 7:00 pm, the Planning Commission will discuss
alternative approaches to accommodate a proposed single family residential subdivision at the
former bowling alley site. Signature Properties is currently proposing constructing 20 detached
residences on the 1.96-acre property. The Planning Commission will also review Saint Mary’s
College’s proposed parking plan. The public is invited to attend.

SEE THE CANDIDATE AT THE NEW RHEEM THEATRE — WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17

Bring your family, friends and neighbors to an exclusive screening of The Candidate, a breakthrough
1970s movie classic, starring Robert Redford. The film, sponsored by Saint Mary’s College, will be
followed by a discussion with the award-winning screenwriter, Jeremy Larner. The showing is free
and open to the public on Wednesday, October 17, at 6:30 pm at The New Rheem Theatre.

LAMORINDA CERT EXERCISE — SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

As a follow-up to the 2012 Lamorinda ShakeOut training exercise, the Lamorinda CERT will conduct a
simulated earthquake drill on Saturday, October 20 from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm at Donald Rheem
School. Neighborhood groups, CERT members and the general public are invited to attend and
participate in the exercise. Participants will work with the American Red Cross, Salvation Army, local
first responders and public officials as they rescue and transport injured victims, establish emergency
shelter, and provide emergency care for victims. “Victims” are still needed, so please visit
www.lamorindacert.org or email drill@lamorindacert.org to volunteer and get more information.

SUBMIT YOUR BEST PHOTOS

We need your help! We are looking for some new, fresh photos for our upcoming activity guide and
future promotional materials. Show and share with us how Parks Make Life Better in Moraga! Email
your photos of fun and activities around town to knelson@moraga.ca.us or share on our facebook
page. If your photos are selected for publication we will credit you appropriately.




CC TIMES ENDORSES MORAGA'’S FISCAL CONSTRAINT

A recent Contra Costa Times editorial stated “Moraga shows more fiscal restraint than most
California municipalities. While others rushed a decade ago to match overly generous state pension
rates, Moraga leaders resisted.” Moraga continues to live within its means. Unaudited figures for FY
2011/12 show estimated retained earnings of a little over $100,000. Retirement benefits are
provided through CalPERS but at modest rates participating in the 2% at 50 plan for safety and 2% at
55 for non-safety employees, the “new normal” targeted by other Contra Costa County cities.

THE GREAT LAMORINDA SHAKEOUT - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18

The 2012 Lamorinda ShakeOut supports the Great California ShakeOut, a series of special events
featuring the largest earthquake drill ever, organized to inspire Californians to get ready for big
earthquakes, and to prevent disasters from becoming catastrophes. How we prepare for a big
earthquake will determine how our lives will be afterwards. The ShakeOut drill will occur in houses,
businesses, and public spaces throughout California at 10:18 am on Thursday, October 18, 2012.
Individuals, families, neighborhoods, businesses, and schools are encouraged to participate by
registering at www.ShakeOut.org/california/register to participate in this important preparedness
event. Participants will receive information on how to prepare for the inevitable major
earthquake and what actions to take during and after the shaking. Town Staff will be participating in
this event with an activation of its Emergency Operations Center (EOC) to train and drill EOC staff.
Most Town offices will be closed from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm during the EOC exercise. The drill will also
test communication capabilities with Orinda and Lafayette EOCs.

ELECTION DAY UPDATE

Election Day is Tuesday, November 6! If you are registered Permanent Absentee Voter, ballots were
mailed out this week. If you do not receive your ballot by early next week, please call (925) 335-
7871. There are many candidate races, statewide propositions and local ballot measures to vote on.
The Town has Measure K on the November ballot that, if approved, will generate funds to fix
potholes and cracks; repair neighborhood streets; and support other general Town services. Don’t
forget the last day to register to vote is October 22. Vote-by-mail ballots must arrive on or before
Election Day (not just postmarked). Please visit the Contra Costa County Elections Division website
for any additional voting information or questions at www.cocovote.us.

SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE INTRAMURAL FIELD LIGHTS

At its October 1 meeting, in response to issues related to light and noise, the Planning Commission
provided direction to Planning staff regarding the hours of operation for Saint Mary’s College (SMC)
intramural field lights. SMC is now required to turn off the lights at 9:00 pm, rather than 10:00 pm.
As part of their action, the Commission stated that it would consider reinstating the 10:00 pm time if
SMC can reach an acceptable agreement with nearby neighbors.

LAMORINDA OPEN STUDIOS: A CREATIVE DRIVE

The Lamorinda Arts Alliance is sponsoring Open Studios next weekend, October 20 to 21, from 11:00
am to 4:00 pm. For a self-guided driving tour to area studios featuring work by over 25 artists, view
maps and details at www.laadart.org.




MORAGA SCHOOL DISTRICT EMBARKING ON STRATEGIC PLAN

The Moraga School District is developing a Strategic Plan. A District Strategic Planning committee of
approximately 24 representatives will assist in the process. The Council appointed Karen Mendonca
to represent the Town on the committee, with Ken Chew as the Alternate. The committee will affirm
the District vision, mission, and core values; review data, relevant information and environmental
analysis; and draft major issues to be addressed within the strategic plan.

CLEAN WATER PROGRAM PUBLIC OUTREACH

On September 29, the Moraga Public Works Department hosted a booth at the annual Pear and
Wine Festival to promote the Clean Water Program. Partnering with the Contra Costa County Clean
Water Program, an interactive diorama was used as an opportunity to teach children about water
pollution prevention and protection of local waterways.

COUNCIL TO DISCUSS MORAGA ADOBE — WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24

At its October 24 meeting, the Town Council will discuss a 13-lot single-family residential subdivision
that the Orinda Planning Commission recently approved. The J & J Ranch project is located near the
Moraga — Orinda border and encompasses approximately 20 acres. The Moraga Town Council will
discuss the project because the historic Moraga Adobe, built by Joaquin Moraga, is a critical
component of the proposed subdivision. J & J Ranch is named after Joaquin Moraga and his cousin
Juan Bernal, recipients of the Mexican land grant for the area in 1835.

JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION AND DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING

At its joint meeting October 1, the Planning Commission (PC) and Design Review Board (DRB)
received public comment and provided feedback to SummerHill Homes regarding the proposed 28-
lot single-family residential development off Camino Ricardo. An Environmental Impact Report is
being prepared, and the applicant is considering design and layout changes. In other business, the PC
and DRB agreed with staff’'s recommendation to amend the zoning ordinance and clarify when
design review is required for projects.

MORAGA ROAD PEDESTRIAN CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS

Construction of the high-visibility crosswalk improvements on Moraga Road at Corliss and Woodford
Drives is well underway. New accessible ramps at both sites have been installed and solar-powered
pedestrian equipment and signals are on order and should arrive shortly. The contractor is on
schedule and anticipates completion of ramp and crosswalk improvements by mid-October and
installation of the poles and solar-powered signals in mid-November.

STATE OF THE TOWN AND VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION NIGHT

SAVE THE DATE - Join the Town of Moraga on Thursday, November 15, at 6:00 pm at the Moraga
Country Club at a reception for the annual State of the Town address and Volunteer Recognition.
This is the opportunity to hear what the Town has accomplished in 2012 and honor our volunteers
who helped make it happen.



PG&E TRANSMISSION LINE TOWER REPAIR

An existing lattice steel tower on PG&E’s Moraga—Lakewood transmission line has deteriorated and
needs to be repaired prior to the 2012 winter season. The tower is located in the City of Lafayette,
approximately 2,330 feet east by northeast of the corner of Moraga Road and Sky Hy Drive. The
repair work will take a maximum of four days and is tentatively scheduled from October 15 to 19.

HELP SPREAD THE TOWN KNOWLEDGE

If you found this newsletter informative and interesting, please forward it to your neighbors and
friends. Not subscribed yet? Sign up for About Town on the Town of Moraga’s website.



