
 
 

 
 

ABOUT TOWN  APRIL 13, 2012 
BI-WEEKLY UPDATE FROM MORAGA TOWN STAFF 

  

 
MORAGA PRODUCE OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

 

The much-anticipated produce market, Moraga Produce, opened its doors Friday, April 6, 2012. The 
newly remodeled 4,900-square foot store is located between Dollar Tree and CVS in the Rheem 
Shopping Center next to Little Hearty Noodle. A range of fresh fruit and vegetables (including 
organic), general grocery items, specialty drinks and dairy products are offered. The owners are 
experienced operators who also have stores in Concord and Walnut Creek. Check them out today! 
(The store will hold a grand opening event on Saturday, April 21, 2012.) 

 
MAYOR AND VICE MAYOR SELECTION PROCESS 

 On Wednesday, April 11, the Town Council discussed publicly, as requested by several community 
members, the process for Mayor and Vice Mayor selection. The Town has a written policy that gives 
full discretion to the Council to nominate and select its leaders in December of every year. The 
Council, however, has generally selected its Vice Mayor by order of the highest votes received, 
leaving out the fifth Council member. On Wednesday, the Council directed the Town Manager to 
return with a written policy which would provide for Council rotation based on ensuring all five 
Council members have an opportunity to serve as Vice Mayor and Mayor. 

 
BANDSHELL & ADA PATHWAY UPDATE – PARDON OUR DUST 

 During your walk in the Moraga Commons Park you will notice that construction on the Bandshell is 
well underway. After years of fundraising, planning, design and redesign, the Moraga Park 
Foundation has begun work, expanding the Bandshell’s food service area. The project is scheduled to 
be constructed by mid-June, just in time for the start of the free summer concert series on June 21. 
Also, at their April 11 meeting, Town Council awarded the last remaining Moraga Commons Park 
construction contract for the 2012 scheduled park improvements. A pathway located in the middle 
of the park, adjacent to the upper playground, will be reconstructed to reduce the path’s cross slope 
and improve Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access. Thank you to the Moraga Park Foundation 
and their many donors for enabling this project to become a reality. 



 
MORAGA POLICE HIRE NEW RESERVE OFFICER 

 Moraga’s newest Reserve Officer, Thomas Smith, was sworn in on March 5th. Smith started with the 
department as a volunteer Community Service Officer (CSO) in September 2011. As CSO, Smith’s 
volunteer duties have enabled sworn officers to focus on patrol duties. Smith is currently in his Field 
Training Program.  Once finished, he will be a Level I Reserve Officer, enabling him to function as a 
solo patrol officer to supplement Moraga’s patrol force. Since volunteering with the department, 
Smith has performed a variety of duties, and has volunteered over 300 hours of his time.  

 
MORAGA TRIATHLON TRAFFIC NOTICE 

 Attention Campolindo, Camino Pablo, and Carroll Ranch residents, as well as all Saturday Moraga 
drivers!  On Saturday, April 28, 2012 from approximately 7:30 to 11:00 am, triathlon participants will 
be cycling and running in your residential areas as well as on Moraga Road, Canyon Road, Camino 
Pablo and Pinehurst. The Police Department, along with volunteers, will be directing traffic; 
however, there will be NO road closures. Use caution and expect delays. 

 
HETFIELD ESTATES UPDATE 

 At their April 2 meeting, the Planning Commission considered the Final Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for Hetfield Estates, a 6-lot subdivision located south of Sanders Drive. The Commission 
discussed the merits of the project and the EIR including: environmental impacts; area/limits of 
development and grading; slopes and retaining walls; lot size; public benefit; number of residences; 
and the ‘environmentally-superior’ 8-lot alternative. The Commission continued the project to their 
May 7, 2012 meeting and requested a plan that minimized grading as much as possible and reflected 
lot sizes similar to the existing residential lots in the area. 

 
HACIENDA FOUNDATION 4TH ANNUAL CINCO DE MAYO FESTIVAL 

 Celebrate Cinco de Mayo at the Hacienda de las Flores on Sunday, May 6 from 3:00 to 7:00 pm. 
Gourmet food carts will provide authentic Mexican cuisine. Kids’ activities will include piñatas, 
jumpies, handmade tortilla making and more! A traditional Mariachi band will entertain everyone 
with festive music. Free parking is available at the AAAAA Storage rental lot and shuttle service will 
bring you directly to the festival. Assorted beverages are available for purchase. Admission is $2.00 
per person or $5.00 per family. All proceeds benefit the Hacienda Foundation of Moraga. 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 4:00 PM AT THE LIBRARY 

 Moraga's neighborhood streets are on the verge of failure and we need to decide what we, as a 
community, are going to do about it. Please join us to learn from one of our fellow neighbors the 
current state of the Town’s finances, the condition of our streets, and possible solutions. Come ready 
to offer ideas and solutions of your own. The Town needs to hear from you. Sunday, April 15, at the 
Moraga Library Community Room, 1500 St. Mary’s Road, 4:00 pm. 

 
MORAGA WISHES LIBRARIAN BETH GIRSHMAN WELL  

 As of this coming Monday, Moraga’s Librarian, Beth Girshman, will be leaving the Moraga Library for 
Orinda. Beth will be missed for her community outreach, excellent programming, and cooperative 
partnerships with the Town of Moraga. Until a good replacement can be found for Moraga, Beth will 
be continuing in Moraga a few days a week. According to Beth, “this is a wonderful opportunity to 
transition to a full-time job in another supportive and library-friendly community.”     



 
UPCOMING AUDIT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING ON APRIL 17  

 On Tuesday, April 17, 5:30 pm the Audit and Finance Committee will review a number of financial 
documents for recommendation to the Town Council on May 23. Those documents include a fiscal 
evaluation of the 3rd quarter revenue and expenditure report for 2011/12 and a draft Five-Year 
Financial Plan, which includes the 2012/13 operating and Capital Improvement Plan. Although 
staffing levels are very lean relative to the needs of the Town, the Financial Plan continues to ensure 
the Town operates within its means.  The meeting will be in the Garden Conference Room at the 
Hacienda de las Flores. 

 
UPCOMING PLANNING COMMISSION AND DESIGN REVIEW BOARD ITEMS 

 At their April 16 meeting, the Planning Commission will consider a Use Permit Application to operate 
a Beauty Salon and Café with outdoor seating in the vacant commercial space that was formerly 
Mondello’s Restaurant, 337 Rheem Boulevard; the meeting will be held at the Moraga Library 
Community Meeting Room at 7:00 pm. At their April 23 meeting, the Design Review Board will 
consider a hillside development and grading permit for a new radio communications equipment 
building and antenna for first responders (Police and Fire Districts) located at the top of 1180 Alta 
Mesa Drive.  The meeting will be held in the La Sala Building at the Hacienda de las Flores at 7:00 pm 
and the public is welcome to attend. 

 
PARK COMMISSION TO SELECT PLAY STRUCTURE FOR RANCHO LAGUNA PARK 

 Join the Park and Recreation Commission Tuesday evening April 17, 7:00 pm, in the Hacienda de las 
Flores Mosaic Room for a design discussion and hopeful recommendation on the replacement play 
structure at Rancho Laguna Park. Commission and public will be able to continue a discussion started 
in January and comment on three different design concepts from three different play equipment 
companies. If a design is selected, a recommendation will be presented to the Town Council in early 
May. This timeframe will allow the Town to order play equipment and begin to schedule installation 
for a mid-June “community-build” project.  

 
HELP SPREAD THE TOWN KNOWLEDGE 

 If you found this newsletter informative and interesting, please forward it to your neighbors and 
friends. Not subscribed yet? Sign up for About Town on the Town of Moraga’s website. 

 


