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ABOUT TOWN = OCTOBER 14, 2011
BI-WEEKLY UPDATE FROM MORAGA TOWN STAFF

OKTOBERFEST - THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16!

Come out to the Hacienda de las Flores this Sunday, October 16, from 2:00 to 6:00 pm for the 3
Annual Oktoberfest; $2.00 per adult or $5.00 per family admission! Featuring live music, dancers,
pumpkin painting, jump houses and more. Beer, brats, strudel and pretzels are available for
purchase. This event is a fundraiser for the Hacienda Foundation of Moraga, all proceeds will be used
for improvements to the Hacienda property. A free shuttle is available from the 5A Rent-A-Space lot
on Moraga Road. Visit www.oktoberfestmoraga.com for more details.

COME SHARE YOUR DESIGN IDEAS FOR RANCHO LAGUNA PARK

On Tuesday, October 18, the Park and Recreation Commission will host a table-top workshop/
meeting to further discuss and plan for spatial separation of park users at Rancho Laguna Park as
requested by the Town Council. The design workshop will last approximately 45 minutes and be
facilitated by Callander Associates, a professional landscape architecture and design firm. Facilitators
will listen and develop concepts based on workshop feedback and then report to the full
Commission. After comments, the Commission will provide a recommendation to the Town Council
at its October 26 meeting. Come share your design ideas and work to facilitate a plan that meets
most interests. Workshop/meeting is Tuesday, October 18, 7:00 pm at the Hacienda de las Flores.

COUNCIL TABLES POTENTIAL SUBDIVISION AT RHEEM BLVD AND ST. MARY'S ROAD

The Town Council voted unanimously to table the potential subdivision of Town-owned property at
Rheem Boulevard and St. Mary’s Road at its October 12, 2011 meeting. In 2010, the Town Council
had directed staff to look into selling a lot on Devin Drive and potentially subdividing and selling
Town-owned property at the southwest corner of Rheem Boulevard and St. Mary’s Road. The
potential property sales were intended to pay off a $450,000 promissory note on 331 Rheem
Boulevard, which houses the Town’s Corporation Yard and public works functions that had
previously been located at the Hacienda. The Council’s decision recognized the current real estate
market, the expense and time that would be necessary to process a subdivision, the community’s
desire to preserve Town-owned open space, and the possibility that other financing mechanisms
may be available for 331 Rheem Boulevard. The Council’s motion included directing Town staff to
negotiate with the promissory note holder and research options for long-term, favorable financing.

STATE OF THE TOWN AND VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION NIGHT

SAVE THE DATE — This year the Town of Moraga is combining the State of the Town Address and the
Volunteer Recognition Reception into one single wonderful event! Plan on attending Wednesday,
November 16, at 6:00 pm at the Saint Mary’s College Soda Center. More details to follow soon.
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BURGLAR PLEADS GUILTY — SENTENCED TO SEVEN YEARS IN STATE PRISON

On January 8, 2011 several residential burglaries and thefts from vehicles were discovered in a
residential district across from Campolindo High School. Investigation revealed the suspect had
entered three homes while the residents slept, and stolen property. After an extensive investigation,
led by Officer Randy Pacheco, the District Attorney was able to file a criminal complaint against Joran
Furst, charging him with first degree burglary, petty theft with prior convictions, and possession of
stolen property. Furst was arrested by the Pittsburg Police Department on April 1, 2011. On
September 7, Joran Furst pled guilty to two counts of first degree burglary and was sentenced to a
seven-year prison term. Thanks to the thorough detective work by Officer Pacheco, we have a safer
neighborhood in Moraga.

TOWN STAFF JOINS RELAY FOR LIFE

Saint Mary's College hosted the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life last weekend, October 7
and 8. This 24-hour event is designed to help people with cancer get well, stay well, find cures, and
fight back against cancer. Kelly Clancy and Kelly Suronen, Planning Department, were Co-Captains for
the Town of Moraga staff team. Together, they created an educational poster on cervical cancer and
sold items to help raise funds for cancer research. The Town’s former intern Matt Brecht even got
into the act by bringing a High Striker Carnival game donated by Backyard Carnival, which proved to
be a hit! Kelly Clancy was the featured speaker Saturday when she shared her story about being
diagnosed and treated for cervical cancer. Because of the Kellys’ efforts, the staff team helped raise
over $2,000 of the total $28,000 raised at the event.

y FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS AT MORAGA LIBRARY

There are three exciting upcoming events at the Moraga Library in October. This Saturday, October
15, at 2:00 pm, there will be a marionette variety show with one- to three-foot high puppets called
"Vaudeville Follies." On Tuesday, October 25, at 7:00 pm, our own Carol Alban and Friends will give a
pre-Halloween concert. On Wednesday, October 26, at 2:00 pm, an informative and entertaining
Berkeley Repertory Theatre docent will discuss the current Berkeley Repertory Theatre play, How to
Write a New Book for the Bible, a new play about a man who moves in with his mother when she
becomes too frail to care for herself.

WE NEED YOUR HELP - MORAGA’S ROAD CONDITION

The Town needs your help in spreading the word about the condition of the Town’s roads and the
options that the residents may have in future funding of a long-term repair strategy. A number of
concerned residents have volunteered to be available to come speak to your neighborhood... civic
group... book club... parent group... any group of residents who want to become better informed!
Please contact Ellen Beans at ellen.beans@gmail.com to request speakers for your group. For more
information about the conditions of the Town’s roadways, please go to the RECON information page
on the Town’s website at: http://www.moraga.ca.us/teams/recon/about.

() CELEBRATE NATIONAL FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES WEEK

In recognition of National Friends of Libraries Week from October 16 to 22, the Library will have on
display in its lobby some of the programs and materials funded by The Friends of the Moraga Library.
In addition, The Friends will hold a membership drive and a Friend member will be available to
explain the crucial financial and community support provided to the Library by The Friends.
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 WHY DOES MORAGA RECEIVE SO LITTLE FROM PROPERTY TAX AND SALES TAX?

Residents have become increasingly surprised and frustrated when discussing why Moraga roads
continue to decline at such an alarming rate. Part of the answer lies with the Town’s fiscal realities.
Moraga receives much lower property tax compared to other communities. While many
homeowners know that property tax was set by Proposition 13 at 1% of the assessed value of the
home, far fewer realize that Proposition 13 also “locked in” how the tax would be shared among all
the benefactors (local governments, county, state, schools, special districts, etc.). Because Moraga
was established with a strong sense of minimalism, our “piece of the pie” was locked in at 5.3%.
Other cities receive a higher portion of the property tax collected — Lafayette gets 6.8%, plus
property tax increment for redevelopment, Orinda gets 7.4%, Concord gets 10.4%, Pittsburg gets
15.8%, and El Cerrito gets 18.8%!

A similar story is true with the sales tax. The state sales tax is set at 8.25%. More than 60% of the
sales tax is sent to the State General Fund. The Town and the County each receive 12%, while the
remaining 15% is split among public safety/criminal justice, local health and social services, and the
state fiscal recovery fund.

N TOWN COUNCIL & PLANNING COMMISSION TO HOLD JOINT MEETING NOVEMBER 30

The Town Council and Planning Commission will hold a joint meeting Wednesday, November 30,
2011. The joint meeting will provide both bodies an opportunity to talk about Moraga’s planning and
land use issues. The general topics will include the Rheem Valley Planning Area, the sign ordinance,
and issues related to the zoning ordinance. The discussions about the Rheem Valley will include
updates from the visioning workshops held in late August and recommendations from the Economic
Development Action Committee. Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting at
Joaquin Moraga Middle School Auditorium at 7:00 pm. Written comments are also welcome prior to
the meeting. In order to ensure proper distribution and consideration, comments should be
submitted to the Planning Department (329 Rheem Boulevard) prior to November 16, 2011.

"\ HELP SPREAD THE TOWN KNOWLEDGE

If you found this newsletter informative and interesting, please forward it to your neighbors and
friends. Not subscribed yet? Click here to sign up for the Town of Moraga e-newsletter, About Town.



