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ABOUT TOWN = JUNE 25, 2010
BI-WEEKLY UPDATE FROM MORAGA TOWN STAFF

TOWN BUDGET FY 2010-2011

On June 23, the Town Council approved the Operating and Capital Budgets for Fiscal Year 2010-2011,
which begins July 1, 2010. The Operating Budget, totaling $6,333,968, covers the operating costs for
Police/Public Safety, Parks and Recreation, Planning, Public Works and Engineering, and
Administrative Services. Various capital improvement projects, totaling $2,392,450, are included in
the Capital Budget.

Y THREE NEW BUSINESSES PROPOSE TO LOCATE IN RHEEM SHOPPING CENTER

The Town of Moraga has received three applications from new businesses to locate in the Rheem
Valley Shopping Center. Two of the businesses are restaurants and the third business is a produce
market. The Town anticipates approving the new businesses administratively on July 6.

MORAGA ROAD RUBBER CAPE SEAL REPAIRS

Town staff has been meeting with the contractor that installed the resurfacing on Moraga Road
between Buckingham Drive and Draeger Drive. Repairs will include a variety of repair methods as
appropriate in each area, including removing the existing surfacing and replacing it and/or putting
another layer of surfacing on top of the existing material. Repairs are tentatively scheduled to begin
the week of June 28.

BOCCE BALL AT RANCHO LAGUNA PARK

At the June 23 meeting the Town Council approved the installation of four bocce ball courts on the
south side of the park, replacing the underutilized sand volleyball court. Since this is not a Town
sponsored project, the applicant (Moraga Bocce Ball Club) is required to secure the necessary Town
permits. A partial fee waiver was granted by Town Council for the permits, up to $4,900. The next
step will be for the Moraga Bocce Ball Club to develop plans and specifications for the new courts
and then submit to the Town for review.

BUY A ROCKET (OR MORE) FOR THE 4™ OF JULY

To date the Town has raised just over $13,300 towards our $23,000 goal. Thank you to the many
who have already donated. For those yet to donate, please send your donation to 2100 Donald
Drive, Moraga, CA 94556 — Buy a Rocket. Thank you to all who took the Liberty Mutual “Bring Back
the 4™ quiz; unfortunately Moraga did not win the $10,000 grant. The Town and many service clubs
have an entire day planned for you at the Commons Park, so please join the festivities. Start the day
with a Pancake Breakfast, go to the dog parade, bounce in the jumpies, participate in the bike
parade, visit the community booths, buy lunch and dinner, enjoy the kids’ games and magic show,
check out the car show, dance to the music and get a good seat for the fireworks. Go to
www.moraga.ca.us for complete details on all July 4™ activities.




ah

\ge_/

(Y RANCHO LAGUNA I APPEAL TO BE CONSIDERED IN SEPTEMBER

Town Council consideration of a revised plan for the Rancho Laguna Il development off of Rheem
Boulevard will be heard in September at a date to be determined. The applicant is currently revising
the proposed plan to address Council concerns. The proposal calls for the development of up to 27
residential lots and a monetary contribution to partially fund the repair of Rheem Boulevard.

MORAGA POLICE OFFICERS HONORED BY MADD AND OTS

On June 22, Moraga Police Officers Russell Douthit and Jeffrey Fields were presented awards at a
luncheon hosted by Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and the California Office of Traffic Safety
(OTS). The El Cerrito Police Department hosted the luncheon at the Mira Vista Country Club for
officers throughout the county who made the most drunk driving arrests during the 2009 Contra
Costa County “Avoid the 25” campaign. Officer Douthit made 19 DUI arrests and Officer Fields made
17 DUI arrests to keep our Town safe.

CAMP HACIENDA, YEAR TWO

Back by popular demand for kids ages 5-12 is Camp Hacienda, Moraga Parks and Recreation Day
Camp. Located in the Casita building at the Hacienda, children get to enjoy a variety of daily activities
based on a new theme each week. Some of the themes include: Little Iron Chef, Back to Nature,
Sunsational Science, Sports Extravaganza, Summer Highlights and more. Camp Hacienda has half-day
or all-day options as well as before and after camp supervision. Spaces are still available.

SUMMER SAFETY REMINDER FOR PARENTS

In July of last year the use of fireworks by juveniles resulted in catastrophic events. In one case, an
explosion caused a very serious injury to a child’s hand. In a separate incident, playing with fireworks
started a major fire on the grassy hillside behind the Rheem Center. The fire resulted in evacuations
of Ascot Drive residents and required the use of several fire agencies, including aircraft support, to
extinguish the fire at a cost in excess of $100,000. In both instances, the fireworks were provided by
parents. The Rheem fire resulted in criminal charges filed on the parent that provided the fireworks.
The Moraga Police Department would like to remind all parents to monitor the activities of your
children to ensure their safety and the safety of others, and to keep children away from fireworks.

FIRE SEASON PREPARATION

As the weather heats up, fire season begins. Remember to prepare for fire season by creating a
defensible space around your home. The vegetation surrounding a building or structure is fuel for a
fire. Research and experience have shown that fuel reduction around a building or structure
increases the probability of it surviving a wildfire. Good defensible space allows firefighters to
protect and save buildings or structures safely without facing unacceptable risk to their lives.
Defensible space can be created by removing dead vegetation, separating fuels, and pruning lower
limbs. Fuel reduction means arranging the trees, shrubs and other fuel sources in a way that makes it
difficult for fire to transfer from one fuel source to another. It does not mean cutting down all trees
and shrubs, or creating a bare ring of earth around the property. A homeowner’s clearing
responsibility is limited to 100 feet away from his or her building or structure or to the property line,
whichever is less, and limited to their land.
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( "y CONSTRUCTION NOISE REMINDER

As summer approaches, the Town would like to remind everyone that construction of buildings,
structures, and projects is allowed daily between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Moraga Municipal
Code Section 7.12.090). Construction work is not allowed before 8 a.m. or after 5 p.m. except in the
case of an emergency. Although work is not prohibited on weekends and holidays, your neighbors
would appreciate it if loud construction activities, such as jack hammers or other equipment using
compressed air, were scheduled on weekdays. Additionally, construction vehicles used for
construction projects should not be parked on private streets overnight or on the weekends.
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We inspire people to plant, nurture, and celebrate trees.

May 10, 2010

The Honorable Ken Chew
Mayor of the City of Moraga
2100 Donald Dr.

Moraga, CA 94556

Dear Mayor Chew,

The Arbor Day Foundation congratulates Moraga on being named a Tree City USA®
community for 2009. Residents of Moraga should take pride in the fact that they live in a
community where planting and nurturing trees is a priority.

You already know that trees are a vital component of the infrastructure in cities and towns,
providing environmental and health benefits for your citizens. In fact, trees are a rare component
of a community’s infrastructure in that they actually increase in value and service over time from
a modest investment.

Enclosed is a press release for your convenience as you prepare to contact your local media
to share this commendable achievement with the public. We hope you are excited to share the
significance of this accomplishment. If you wish to receive this press release in electronic form,
please email Mark Derowitsch, Public Relations Manager of the Foundation, at
mderowitsch@arborday.org. We will send it to you within one business day.

The Tree City USA program is sponsored in cooperation with the National Association of
State Foresters and the USDA Forest Service. Today, more than 3,400 cities and towns have
been recognized as a Tree City USA community. State foresters are responsible for the
presentation of the Tree City USA flag and other materials. We will forward your awards to
John Melvin in your state forester's office. They will be coordinating the presentation with you.
It would be especially appropriate to make the Tree City USA award a part of your community’s
Arbor Day ceremony.

Again, we celebrate your diligence in improving the quality of life for the citizens of Moraga
and thank you for creating a healthier, more sustainable world for us all.

Best regards,

John Rosenow

Chief Executive
cc: Jay Ingram

Enclosure
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Arbor Day Foundation Names Moraga Tree City USA® Community

Moraga, CA, was recognized by the nonprofit Arbor Day Foundation as a Tree City USA
community for its commitment to urban forestry.

It is the second year Moraga has eamed this national designation.

The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in cooperation with the
National Association of State Foresters and the USDA Forest Service.

Moraga has met the four standards to become a Tree City USA community. Tree City USA
communities must have a tree board or department, a tree-care ordinance, a comprehensive
community forestry program, and an Arbor Day observance and proclamation.

“We commend Moraga'’s elected officials, volunteers and its citizens for providing vital care for
its urban forest,” said John Rosenow, chief executive and founder of the Arbor Day Foundation.
“Trees provide numerous environmental, economical and health benefits to millions of people
each day, and we applaud communities that make planting and caring for trees a top priority.”

Communities that earn Tree City USA recognition not only have taken the time to meet the four
standards, they know that trees:

e Promote healthier communities by filtering the air we breathe by removing dust and
other particles.
Moderate climate, conserve water and provide vital habitat for wildlife.
Reduce the heat island effect in urban areas caused by pavement and buildings.
Increase property values and reduce energy use and add beauty to our homes and
neighborhoods.

More information about Tree City USA can be found at www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.
About the Arbor Day Foundation
The Arbor Day Foundation is a nonprofit, environmental and education organization of nearly

one million members, with a mission to inspire people to plant, nurture, and celebrate trees.
More information on the Foundation and its programs can be found at www.arborday.org.




