
TOWN OF MORAGA
TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
May 11, 2011
MINUTES
7:00 P.M. Regular Meeting

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga, California 94556

I.
CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:23 P.M. by Mayor Karen Mendonca.   
ROLL CALL

Councilmembers present:
Mayor Karen Mendonca, Vice Mayor Michael Metcalf, and Councilmembers Ken Chew, Howard Harpham, and Dave Trotter* 

*(Councilmember Trotter arrived at 7:30 P.M.) 

Councilmembers absent:
None 
II.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilmember Chew led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

III.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no special announcements.  

IV.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

A.
Proclamation Declaring May 15 through 21, 2011 as National Public Works Week 

Mayor Mendonca read into the record a proclamation declaring May 15 through 21, 2011 as National Public Works Week, recognizing and commending Public Works Director/Town Engineer Jill Mercurio and the entire staff of the Moraga Public Works Department. The Council expressed its appreciation to the Public Works Director/Town Engineer and Public Works Department staff for all the work performed for the Town of Moraga.  

Ms. Mercurio thanked the Council for the recognition.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

There were no comments from the public.

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED 
B.
Proclamation Declaring May 15 through 21, 2011 as National Police Week 

Mayor Mendonca read into the record a proclamation declaring May 15 through 21, 2011 as National Police Week and presented the proclamation to Chief of Police Robert Priebe. The Town Council expressed its appreciation and gratitude to the Moraga Police Department.  

Chief Priebe thanked the Council for the recognition on behalf of the Moraga Police Department and took the opportunity to express his appreciation to his staff and the Officers in his Department, 90% of whom were in attendance.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

There were no comments from the public.

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED 
V.
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS 
There were no public comments or suggestions.

VI.
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

A.
Approval of the Consent Items 

No Consent Agenda items were removed from the agenda.    
PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

There were no comments from the public.

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED 
ACTION: It was M/S (Trotter/Harpham) to approve the Consent Agenda, as shown.   Vote:  5-0.         
1)

Accounts Payable Claims for: 4/22/11 ($125,593.57)



Approved

2)

Approve Revised Minutes from the Town Council Regular
 

Approved


Meeting April 13, 2011
3)

Approve Minutes for Town Council Special Meeting April 27, 2011

Approved


B.
Consideration of Consent Items Removed for Discussion

No Consent Items were removed for discussion. 
VII.
ADOPTION OF MEETING AGENDA
The agenda was amended to change the order of items under Ordinances, Resolutions and Requests for Action from A through D, to C, A, D and B.
PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

There were no comments from the public.
PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED
ACTION:  It was M/S (Chew/Harpham) to adopt the Meeting Agenda, as modified.  Vote:  5-0.     
VIII.
REPORTS 

A.
Mayor’s and Councilmembers’ Reports


Mayor Mendonca - Reported that she had attended and chaired the Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority (CCCSWA) Board meeting on April 28; attended and hosted (with Councilmember Chew) a Saint Mary's College Subcommittee meeting at the Hacienda on April 29; attended the first Reel Delicious event on May 1 at the Rheem Theatre with Jan Wahl; attended the Saint Mary's College Lifelong Learning presentation; and volunteered at the Cinco de Mayo festivities.  She announced the Free Family Night Theater at the Commons Park sponsored by the MYIC on Friday May 13; the upcoming Community Faire event scheduled for May 14; and the "Tapped" movie event sponsored by Green Rheem on May 17.  She also stated she and the Town Manager would hold open meetings on the third Friday of each month at Terzetto Cuisine from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. for a six-month trial period in order to reach out to Moraga citizenry.  The meeting would be publicized in About Town and the Town's website.    

Vice Mayor Metcalf - Reported that the Southwest Area Transportation Committee (SWAT) had met and discussed the Initial Vision Scenario reported by representatives from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), and had a presentation on Safe Routes to Schools funds where it had been reported that Moraga would not receive those funds until the next fiscal year.  He also reported that he had attended a Revenue Enhancement Community Outreach to Neighborhoods (RECON) meeting on April 28 with the consultants to discuss the survey results to be publicized within the next week.  
  
Councilmember Chew - Reported on the outcome of the Moraga Triathlon with local government teams having participated in the relay competition.  He encouraged all current Town staff members to participate in the 2012 event.    


Councilmember Harpham - Reported that he had attended a meeting at Saint Mary's College regarding the Office of Lifelong Learning; attended a Traffic Safety Advisory Committee (TSAC) meeting with a new chair having been selected; attended an EDAC Committee meeting; and participated in the Cinco de Mayo and Triathlon events.  


Councilmember Trotter - Reported that he had served as the chair of the recent Contra Costa Mayors’ Conference in the City of Oakley with a presentation on sustainable strategies.  He commented on recent articles in the Contra Costa Times on how other cities  in Contra Costa County, unlike Moraga, were spending substantial amounts of money on  Council salaries and health pension benefits, and commended the Lamorinda area's spirit of volunteerism.    
B.
Town Manager Update – Town Manager Jill Keimach encouraged audience members to sign up to receive the Town’s About Town newsletter.  She reported that the May 6 Teen Dance had been uneventful with the Police Department having monitored the event, with continued conversations with the Rheem Theatre operators.  She reported that the May 25 Town Council meeting might be canceled due to a lack of items.  The Council and the public would be apprised of the status of that meeting.    

IX.
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

There were no discussion items. 
X.
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A.
Introduction of Ordinance No. ___ Repealing and Replacing Moraga Municipal Code (MMC) Chapter 15.04 and Adopting by Reference California Building, Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Residential, and Green Building Standards Codes  

Senior Planner Richard Chamberlain reported that during the November 10, 2010 Town Council meeting the Council had discussed the CalGreen component.  The item was now being brought back with all of the 2010 standards and building codes, including the CalGreen component, and the Contra Costa County Ordinance which had adopted the 2010 codes.  The codes had initially been adopted on January 12, 2010 by the California Building Standards Commission and became effective on January 1, 2011.  On February 5, 2011, the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors approved an ordinance adopting all of the 2010 building standards codes, subject to findings and amendments.  The amendments adopted were identical to those previously adopted in 2007.  The only difference was the new CalGreen building standards and codes.  
Mr. Chamberlain advised that the Building Official for Contra Costa County had recommended the Board of Supervisors adopt the ordinance with minimum technical changes to ensure as much uniformity with State codes as possible.  Staff had made a determination that the adoption of the ordinance was not subject to the regulations of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061 (b) (3) because it could be seen with certainty that there was no possibility that the activity in question would have a significant effect on the environment.  

Mr. Chamberlain explained that during the March 9 Town Council meeting, staff had made some recommendations in the ordinance where local jurisdictions would be allowed to make a decision on the format of a building maintenance and operations manual, and the definition of new construction.  Staff was now recommending that new construction be "100 percent new" and that the Tier 1 or Tier 2 additional requirements not be mandatory, which was consistent with surrounding jurisdictions.  If the Council desired to adopt the higher standards in those tiers, the standards would have to be mandatory with findings required to justify those standards for all projects.  He also recommended the requirement of third party verification of the additional standards, although he clarified that both Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) and Build-It-Green programs already had third party verification.  

Mr. Chamberlain also noted that staff recommended the maintenance manual be of an electronic format rather than a paper format.  In addition, while the Town had required higher standards in the green point rating system for recently approved projects such as Palos Colorados, the ordinance would include a statement that nothing in the code would prohibit the Town from imposing stricter green regulations than those set forth in the mandatory requirements of CalGreen.  

Mr. Chamberlain recommended that the Town Council waive the first reading, and introduce the ordinance Repealing and Replacing Moraga Municipal Code (MMC) Chapter 15.04 and adopting by reference Contra Costa County Ordinance 2011-03, which adopts the 2010 California Building Code, the 2010 California Residential Code, the 2010 California Green Building Standard Code, the 2010 California Electrical Code, the 2010 California Plumbing Code, and the 2010 California Mechanical Code, with findings for changes, additions, and deletions to the codes based on local conditions to justify construction standards stricter than those imposed by Health and Safety Code Section 19180 et. seq.  
In response to the Council, Mr. Chamberlain recommended that the electronic format for a maintenance manual be in a PDF file format.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED
There were no comments from the public.
PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED

ACTION:  It was M/S (Chew/Trotter) to waive the first reading and Introduce Ordinance No. ___ Repealing and Replacing Moraga Municipal Code (MMC) Chapter 15.04 and Adopting by Reference California Building, Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Residential, and Green Building Standards Codes.  Roll Call Vote:  5-0.        

B.
Adopt Resolution 14-2011 Authorizing the Revision and Update of Town's Master Fee Schedule

Interim Administrative Services Director Emily Boyd presented the annual review and update of the Town's user fees.  She identified the format of the Fee Schedule and clarified that the proposed new fees, once adopted, would go into effect July 10, 2011, 60 days from this date contrary to the 45-day period identified in the staff report.  She commented that each Department Head had reviewed the fees and had made adjustments as appropriate in relation to costs.  She recommended that the Town Council adopt the fees as recommended by staff to offset increased staff costs and third-party fee increases.  
Parks and Recreation Director Ingram clarified the fees shown in the Fee Schedule for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 as to the use of the Hacienda, the Pavilion, and the Hacienda and the Pavilion together.  He clarified that the overall revenue for the Hacienda property had declined since the fees were higher than the Brazilian Room located in the Berkeley Hills, as an example.  The number of rentals for the Hacienda had also declined although there had been more Friday rentals in 2011 since the Friday rental rate had been reduced making that fee more affordable.  He acknowledged that the economy had also had an impact on the use of the Hacienda.  
Ms. Boyd explained that the Town was recovering the majority of its costs for the use of the Hacienda, although maintenance of the facility was not 100 percent recovered.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

There were no comments from the public.

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED

ACTION: It was M/S (Trotter/Harpham) to adopt Resolution 14-2011 Authorizing the Revision and Update of the Town's Master Fee Schedule.  Vote 5-0.  
XI.
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
A.
Consideration of a Letter of Opposition to the Closure of the Country Club 
Station Post Office on School Street in Moraga

Planning Director Lori Salamack reported on the possible closure of the Country Club Station Post Office located on School Street.  The Post Office had conducted a public meeting on April 19 and had received input from local residents and learned that the decision was not popular and would adversely affect Moraga residents.  While the Town Council did not have decision- making authority on the matter, it could have an influence on any decision by sending a letter to the District Manager, the Postmaster General, and elected representatives.  A draft letter had been prepared for Council consideration and could be modified by the Council.  

Ms. Salamack affirmed that Town staff had not been informed of the potential closure of the Post Office.  In speaking with representatives from the U.S. Postal Service, she had been informed that the District Manager would make the recommendation for closure, a public hearing would be held, and the District Manager’s recommendation would be submitted to the Area Vice President who would concur or not with a decision made by the Postmaster in Washington D.C.  Public testimony was not incorporated into the decision-making process.  She suggested that since the input from residents had not been taken into consideration, a letter from the Town Council might help turn the situation around.  She stated that the Country Club Station Post Office was cost effective, generated more revenue than it cost to operate, and there were additional reasons, as outlined in the letter to the Postmaster General, to keep the station open which would benefit the community and the Postal Service.  

Ms. Salamack reported that the public had been informed of the Town Council hearing item through e-mail distribution, the Town's website, and various locations throughout the Town.  Since the item was not a public hearing where the Council had a decision-making authority, the public notification process had not been followed in this case. 

Ms. Keimach added that the issue had been posted on the front page of a recent Lamorinda Weekly.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

Richard Olsen, Moraga, explained that he would be directly impacted by the possible closure of the County Club Station Post Office.  He suggested there was no financial emergency or compelling financial argument to close the Country Club Station Post Office, understood that the existing lease would expire in October 2011, expressed concern with the potential environmental and commercial impacts with the closure of the facility, and recommended that any letter from the Town Council be copied to the Postal Regulatory Commission and the U.S. Postal Service.  Given that the decision to close the site was a discretionary act, he suggested that it could be covered under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) where an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) may be required as a result of the environmental consequences.  He asked that the environmental issue be referenced in any correspondence.   
Zoe Klippert, Moraga, reported that she had attended the public meeting regarding the potential closure of the Country Club Station Post Office and commented on the inconsistencies of the information that had been provided at that time.  She commended the Mayor for bringing the issue to the attention of the Town and Town Council and asked that the letter be very explicit in outlining the reasons the Post Office should not be closed.       
Ellen Beans, Moraga, asked whether or not any legal action could be taken by the Town given her understanding that the closure of the Post Office must be approved by Congress, and that the decision may occur outside of that legal process.  

Assistant Town Attorney Ben Winig was unaware of any local jurisdiction having the legal authority to bring an administrative hearing or action to halt such potential closure, although he expressed the willingness to review the matter.   

Dale Walwark, Moraga, stated that he had attended the public meeting on the potential closure of the Country Club Station Post Office and based on the information presented at that time, the Postal Service had the authority to close a satellite Post Office while the closure of a standard Post Office would require approval from Congress.  

Rich Chamberlain described the history of the Rheem Post Office where an environmental report had been used to force the U.S. Postal Service to have less of an environmental impact in the selection of an existing building.  

Sophie Braccini, Moraga, understood that the Niles Post Office located in the City of Fremont, also proposed for closure in the past, had been opposed by local residents and in that case the Post Office had ultimately remained open.

Ms. Keimach was familiar with that issue and stated in that case hundreds of residents had opposed the Niles Post Office closure during Fremont City Council meetings and had conducted a neighborhood letter-writing campaign.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED

The Town Council discussed the letter in opposition to the possible closure of the School Street Country Club Station Post Office and offered the following comments for modification to the letter:

· The letter to be more direct and emphasize that the U.S. Postal Service had not contacted the Town of Moraga prior to the consideration of closing the Country Club Station Post Office to learn of the importance of the facility, and the Town's plans for the area which would increase the senior population in the area; 
· The letter to reference that the closure of the Country Club Station Post Office may force residents to travel to the North Orinda Post Office; the closure may have environmental impacts, and may be subject to the requirements of the NEPA.
· The letter to be copied to the Postal Regulatory Commission;
· The letter to address the lack of mobility for some senior residents of Moraga who rely on the availability of the Country Club Station Post Office such as the residents of Moraga Royale and Aegis, as examples; 
· A typographical error with the spelling of Senator Dianne Feinstein to be corrected prior to distribution;
· Staff asked to contact Congressman John Garamendi's Chief of Staff to emphasize the importance of the issue to the Town and a request for Congressman Garamendi to become more involved in the issue and to advise the number of Post Offices and/or satellite offices proposed to be closed in Contra Costa County or in Congressman Garamendi’s district; 
· Staff to research who in Congress supported the preservation of existing U.S. Post Offices and to also copy that individual the letter;

· The letter to be edited to be more to the point with the impacts prioritized and listed as bullet points and the action the Town would like the U.S. Postmaster to take on the matter; 

· The letter to state that the Country Club Station Post Office was profitable and it made no sense to propose its closure; 

· The letter to state that the closure of the Country Club Station Post Office would negatively affect Lamorinda residents; and
· Mayor Mendonca expressed the willingness to work with staff to modify the letter and to contact Congressman Garamendi and his Chief of Staff. 
As to whether or not NEPA would apply in this case, Mr. Winig explained that CEQA mirrored NEPA, although he was uncertain the project would fall into the criteria and whether it was wise for the Council to raise that issue.  He was also uncertain whether or not satellite Post Offices would be exempt from closure as a result of NEPA.  All of those issues would have to be researched further subject to Council direction.    
Mr. Olsen expressed the willingness to work on the letter with the Mayor as long as it was not in any official capacity as an elected official for the Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD).  
Ms. Salamack explained that no decision on the status of the Country Club Station Post Office would be made until June.

Chief Priebe suggested that after the letter was distributed and sent to Congressman Garamendi, an editorial should also be considered in the Contra Costa Times which may also be effective in garnering legislative attention.  

B.
Review of Five Options for Moraga Town Council Chambers 

Ms. Keimach reported that after the February 9, 2011 Council Goal Setting meeting, the Town Council had requested staff return with a conceptual analysis of five potential locations for Town Council Chambers.  The Council had requested that staff consider creating a Council Chamber by: remodeling the existing Town offices located at 329 Rheem Boulevard; remodeling and expanding the community room at the Town Library; demolishing the Casita and reconstructing a larger building at the Hacienda; remodeling the La Sala at the Hacienda; and retaining the existing agreement with the Moraga School District (MSD) to rent the auditorium at Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School (JM).  The staff report had outlined the five alternatives.  

Ms. Keimach explained that she and the Public Works Director/Town Engineer had spoken with the architect for the remodel of 329 Rheem Boulevard, who had prepared a cost estimate to achieve the goal of remodeling the existing Town offices.  Based on the cost estimates, it would cost approximately $920,000 for seismic retrofitting for the existing Town offices.  

Ms. Keimach offered a detailed description, analysis, and cost estimate for each of the five options as identified in the May 11, 2011 staff report.  She recommended that the Town Council consider narrowing down a recommendation for one or two of the alternatives with staff to return with more details on the cost estimates and potential funding sources.  Based on the staff analysis and the Council desire to have all Town services in one location, she recommended the consideration of Option 1, 329 Rheem Boulevard, Attachment B; and Option 3, the Casita, not as use for Town Council Chambers but considered as an improvement project separately in a way where the Hacienda could be used as a recreational facility only.  She otherwise noted that the option for 329 Rheem Boulevard would involve limited parking which would also have to be taken into consideration.  Ms. Keimach explained that the square footage options for Option 1 did not all involve extending the wall out, although all cost estimates assumed a new roof and insulation.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

Ellen Beans, Moraga, preferred that the Hacienda be used for recreational activities and programs and that Town functions remain at 329 Rheem Boulevard.  She asked that Option 1 be considered for the Town Council Chambers since tying it in with development of other Town offices would be more sound economically.  She suggested that the parking constraints could be worked out.  
Dale Walwark, Moraga, expressed concern with the parking limitations at 329 Rheem Boulevard and noted the limited parking at most Town and school facilities.  He suggested that keeping the Hacienda only for recreation would be nice, if affordable, although given the Town's limited resources the Town must also consider the alternatives, and the Hacienda did have adequate parking.  He asked whether or not it would be possible to encroach into some of the existing office spaces to create enough space on the second floor for the Council Chambers.   
Ms. Keimach explained that a second floor Council Chamber had been considered at 329 Rheem with a reconfiguration of the existing office, although the Town needed some of the existing office spaces for staff needs.  She did not see encroaching into the existing office space on the second floor absent limiting the number of seats for a Council Chamber.  

Larry Beans, Moraga, liked the integrity of having the Town offices and Town Council Chambers at 329 Rheem Boulevard.  He too was confident that the parking constraints could be resolved.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED

The Town Council considered the five options for Moraga Town Council Chambers and offered the following comments and/or recommendations to staff:

Councilmember Harpham - Recommended that staff research whether or not it would be possible to hold Town Council meetings at the Rheem Theatre, Saint Mary's College Campus, and community churches or elsewhere in the community prior to the Town committing the expenditure of funds for such a project.  He liked the parking accommodations for Options 3 and 4 although based on the cost estimates and locations he opposed their consideration as options.  He suggested that Option 2, the Library, was also problematic in that it barely accommodated a small group and should be used as a Library and no other use.  He suggested that it made financial sense to consider Option 1(a) or (b) but the Town's unfunded liability was a real concern.  He otherwise did not like Option 5, the use of the JM auditorium but understood that the Town might have no choice.  
Vice Mayor Metcalf - Opposed Option 2, the use of the Moraga Library given the expense; liked the idea of Option 3, the Casita, although it would involve mixed uses where conflicts may occur, could be very costly, and was a separate project that should be pursued.  He opposed Option 4, the La Sala and Option 5, JM auditorium as costly.  He suggested that Option 1 (b), 329 Rheem Boulevard was appropriate and had been intended as the Town Offices, and he agreed that all government departments should be in the same location.  He suggested that the parking constraints at 329 Rheem could be resolved through parking agreements.  He recommended that staff be challenged to develop Option 1(a) with a reduced cost estimate, identification of potential funding sources, and with the ceiling work done at a later date.  He added that in terms of infrastructure, RECON may consider a proposal for a large bond measure financed by either a parcel or  ad valorem tax.  Benefit assessments may also be considered although the approaches had not yet been decided by the RECON as part of a recommendation to the Town Council.  He otherwise suggested that the repair of the Town's roads was the highest priority for the Town, and a project for 329 Rheem Boulevard should not jeopardize any revenue measures for repair of streets and drainage.

Councilmember Trotter - Liked Option 5, the JM Auditorium.  He liked the history of JM, and suggested that the JM Auditorium had served the Town in the past when large meetings had been held.  He suggested that Options 3 and 4, the Casita and La Sala were not acceptable in terms of consideration of potential Town Council Chambers.  He suggested that Option 2, the Moraga Library was worthy of further consideration and suggested it may be possible to push the building out front in a way that would be consistent with the existing Mission architecture, the site had more parking than 329 Rheem, crossing the road in the evening would not be an issue, and this option also had the virtue of being a Town-owned facility.  He expressed concern with Option 1, 329 Rheem given the cost estimates as compared to the Town's infrastructure needs.  Given the information provided, and given the need to be mindful of the Town's limited resources, he would like to consider Option 1 (a) with a maximum seating capacity of 77 seats, with the JM Auditorium to be used in the event of the need for overflow capacity.  

Councilmember Chew - Suggested that Option 2, the Library, was not a viable option; the room was too small and any changes would change the character of the building.  He suggested that Option 3, the Casita, should be considered in the future as a separate project.  He suggested that Option 5, the JM Auditorium was not a good location, was cumbersome, utilized a great deal of staff time, and should not be used as an overflow location for Council meetings.  He opposed Option 4, La Sala, which was not viable and preferred Option 1(b), 329 Rheem Boulevard although he would also be willing to consider Option 1(c) even though that option was more expensive.  He would like to see staff identify the potential funding sources to achieve that option.  
Mayor Mendonca - Preferred quality Town Council Chambers as a permanent fixture for the Town and not an option where some of the work would be done in the future.  As a result, she recommended consideration of Option 1(b), which would realize Town Council Chambers that could be used for all Town government or other meetings.  
Ms. Keimach explained that once the Council identified preferred alternatives further details on a funding plan and additional information from the architect could be provided.  

Based on the discussion, by consensus the Town Council directed staff to further investigate Options 1(a) and (b).  
C.
Approve Resolution 15-2011, Authorizing Staff to Enter into an Agreement with Jensen Landscape & Construction Company of San Jose for a not-to-exceed Amount of $461,000 for the Construction of the Camino Pablo Elementary School Field Renovation Project, CIP Project No. 11-401
Ms. Mercurio reported that in 2008 the East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) had placed Measure WW on the ballot which the voters had passed.  The measure provided funds for EBRPD projects and funding to each municipality in the EBRPD service area to be used for park improvements.  In March 2010, the Town submitted a grant application for the Camino Pablo Elementary School Field Renovations project which had been approved in May.  In December 2010, the Town awarded the design contract for the project with the plans and specifications completed and ready for advertisement by early April in order to meet the targeted schedule of construction over the summer of 2011.  Eight construction companies had submitted final bid packages, with Jensen Landscape & Construction Company of San Jose, the lowest bidder.  Staff had verified the company's references and the company was ready to proceed.  

Ms. Mercurio asked that the Town Council approve a resolution authorizing staff to enter into an agreement with Jensen Landscape & Construction Company in an amount not-to-exceed $461,000 for the construction of the renovation of the Camino Pablo Elementary School Fields, CIP Project No. 11-401, including the Additive Alternative which included the removal and replacement of the perimeter fencing, upgraded backstops, and other field amenities.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

There were no comments from the public.

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED

Mr. Winig asked that the NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED clause on Page 1 of Resolution 15-2011 be amended to reflect that the action would be to authorize staff to enter into an agreement, not approve a contract, since there was no contract to approve.  The staff report description was accurate although the resolution must be modified to be consistent with the staff report.  

ACTION:  It was M/S (Chew/Trotter) to adopt Resolution 15-2011 authorizing Staff to Enter into an Agreement with Jensen Landscape & Construction Company of San Jose for a not-to-exceed Amount of $461,000 for the Construction of the Camino Pablo Elementary School Field Renovation Project, CIP Project  No. 11-401, as modified. Vote:  5-0.  

Ms. Keimach reported that a joint Town of Moraga and Moraga School District (MSD) Groundbreaking Ceremony would be held on Friday, May 27, 2011.  Staff would apprise the Council of the exact time through e-mail.  

D.
Consideration of Council Appointment of a Two-member Subcommittee to 
Interview Applicant for Traffic Safety Advisory Committee (TSAC)
Ms. Keimach commented on the difficulties in scheduling both the applicant and all five Councilmembers for an interview.  She asked that the Council consider the appointment of a Two-member Subcommittee to interview the applicant for TSAC.
Mayor Mendonca and Councilmember Harpham expressed the willingness to serve on a Two-member Subcommittee to interview the applicant for TSAC.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS OPENED

There were no comments from the public.

PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED

ACTION:  It was M/S (Trotter/Harpham) to select Mayor Mendonca and Councilmember Harpham to serve on a Two-member Subcommittee to interview the applicant for TSAC. Vote:  5-0.  

XII.
COUNCIL REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Councilmember Harpham requested a proclamation in recognition of Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church Senior Pastor James Rueb's service to the community.  

XIII.
COMMUNICATIONS 
There were no communications. 
XIV.
ADJOURNMENT
ACTION: It was M/S (Harpham/Chew) to adjourn the meeting at 10:40 P.M.  Vote: 5-0.    
Respectfully submitted by:

______________________________

Marty C. McInturf, Town Clerk







Approved by the Town Council:







__________________________







Karen Mendonca, Mayor
______________________________________________________________________________

Town Council Regular Minutes                           
12
                                                                  May 11, 2011

