
 TOWN OF MORAGA 
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

May 14, 2012  
 
 
   I.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 

A regular meeting of the Design Review Board (DRB) was called to order by 
Chairman Kirkpatrick at 7:05 P.M. in the Moraga Library Meeting Room, 1500 St. 
Mary's Road, Moraga, California.   
 
A. Present:  Boardmembers Escano-Thompson, Helber, Kirkpatrick, Zhu  

Absent: Boardmember Sayles  
Staff: Shawna Brekke-Read, Planning Director 

 Kelly Suronen, Assistant Planner 
  
B. Conflict of Interest: There were no reported conflicts of interest. 

 
C. Contact with Applicants: There were no reported contacts with applicants. 
   

II.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 

III.  ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A.  April 23, 2012 Minutes 
 

On motion by Boardmember Helber, seconded by Boardmember Zhu and carried 
unanimously to adopt the consent agenda, as presented. 

 
IV. PLANNING COMMISSION LIAISON REPORT - Commissioner Killam  
 

Commissioner Killam reported that the Planning Commission was considering 
four noteworthy projects: Hetfield Estates, a 5 to 8 lot single-family housing 
subdivision; a high density housing development on a vacant lot on Moraga Road 
across from the Rheem Shopping Center; a new recreation center for Saint 
Mary’s College, and a new single-family home at 1800 Donald Drive. 

 
V.  ADOPTION OF MEETING AGENDA 
 

On motion by Boardmember Zhu, seconded by Boardmember Helber and carried 
unanimously to adopt the meeting agenda, as presented. 
 

VI.  DESIGN REVIEW 
 

A. DRB 02-2012 – Stan Nielsen (Applicant), Geoff and Rose Baxter 
(Owners), 52 Rick Court: Application to remodel the kitchen and 
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construct a new family room behind the garage at the rear (east elevation) 
of the single family residence. 

 
Chair Kirkpatrick commented that even though the project was in the scenic 
corridor he felt that it should have been approved at staff level. 
 
Assistant Planner Kelly Suronen reported that the project was initially processed 
as an Administrative Design Review application but it was later determined that 
the top of the addition could be seen from Canyon Road and needed approval 
from the DRB. The applicant was proposing a 327-square foot family room 
addition behind the garage. It would be the same height as the garage and the 
new materials would match the existing home. The project conformed to the 
building setbacks, design guidelines, floor area ration guidelines, and the general 
plan. She added that the existing second story had more of an impact than the 
proposed single-story addition. 
 
Boardmember Helber pointed out a minor typo in the second to last paragraph on 
page 3 of the staff report. The sentence should read “100 feet east,” not “100 
miles east.” He wanted to clarify whether condition #8 was the condition referred 
to in the staff report and the draft action memo that would mitigate impacts to the 
scenic corridor. 
 
Ms. Suronen said that was correct. 
 
Geoff Baxter, 52 Rick Court, reported that he and his wife had moved to Moraga 
three years ago. They had three children and were active members at St. 
Monica’s Church, the schools, and the girl and boy scouts. They wanted to 
update the kitchen and add on to their home because they were a family of five 
and needed the extra space. The single story addition matched the contours of 
the house, maintained the roof line of the garage, and had minimal impact on the 
backyard. He thanked the DRB for their consideration. 
 
Boardmember Helber agreed with Chair Kirkpatrick and thought the project could 
have been administratively approved by staff. He thought the massing of the 
addition was minimal and could be mitigated by the existing vegetation and fence 
line. He thought it was an attractive addition and had no problems approving it. 
He questioned whether condition #8 was necessary for approval. 
 
Chair Kirkpatrick assumed that the existing trees were valuable to the owners 
and that they would want to maintain them for privacy. If the trees died then they 
would need to be replaced.  

 
Boardmember Escano-Thompson asked if condition #8 included the 
maintenance of landscaping outside of the property line. 
 
Planning Director Shawna Brekke-Read confirmed that she was correct. 
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Ms. Suronen inserted that condition #8 needed rewording. She had intended the 
condition to include vegetation up to the inner side of fence, not the outside. 

 
Mr. Baxter stated that they had six pear trees, one of which was dead. He was 
going to replace it with a different kind of tree. He asked if he needed a tree 
removal permit and whether it could be added to the project. 
 
Ms. Brekke-Read said that tree removal permits were not subject to public 
meetings. In order to address the tree, she suggested that the description in the 
draft action memorandum could be amended to read: 
 

DRB 02-12 – Stan Nielsen (Applicant), Geoff and Rose Baxter (Owners) 
52 Rick Court: Design Review to remodel the kitchen, construct a new 
family room behind the garage at the rear (east elevation), and remove 
one pear tree at the single family residence. 

 
 She said that condition #8 could be amended to read: 
 

The property owner shall maintain all landscaping including retaining, and 
replacing if necessary, the existing trees along the rear fence/property 
line. 

 
Boardmember Zhu thought the overall project was consistent with the existing 
condition. He agreed with staff in that the visual impact was minimal. He made 
suggestions regarding the addition’s fenestration. 
 
Boardmember Escano-Thompson had no issues with the project. 
 
On motion by Boardmember Helber, seconded by Boardmember Zhu, and 
carried unanimously to adopt the Draft Action Memorandum dated May 14, 2012 
approving DRB 02-12 for 52 Rick Court, subject to the findings and conditions as 
modified by staff.   

 
Chair Kirkpatrick identified the ten day right of appeal to the Planning 
Commission. 

 
VII. ROUTINE AND OTHER MATTERS 
 

A. Amendment of the Design Review Board By-Laws   
 

On motion by Boardmember Escano-Thompson, seconded by Boardmember 
Zhu and carried unanimously to amend Section 1.3 of the Design Review Board 
By-Laws to change the election of the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson from 
the first regular meeting in January, to the first regular meeting in March. 
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B. Election of the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for the Design Review 
Board 

 
On motion by Boardmember Zhu, seconded by Boardmember Kirkpatrick and 
carried unanimously to close the nominations for Chairperson and Vice 
Chairperson for the DRB. 
 
On motion by Boardmember Kirkpatrick and carried unanimously to elect 
Boardmember Helber as Chairperson and Boardmember Escano-Thompson as 
Vice Chairperson for the DRB. 

 
VIII. REPORTS 
 

A. Boardmembers: There were no Boardmember reports.   
 
B. Staff:  
 

Ms. Brekke-Read reported that there was a joint meeting with the Planning 
Commission next Monday, May 21, 2012 on the proposed Saint Mary’s 
College student recreation facility. Staff was working on hiring a contract 
planner to process the 1800 Donald Drive project. SummerHill Homes was 
interested in developing a property on Camino Ricardo. 
 
Ms. Suronen reported that there were two upcoming sign applications. One 
was for new signage at 1410 Moraga Road and the other was for a new 
freestanding sign at 155 Moraga Road. 

 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

On motion by Boardmember Helber, seconded by Boardmember Escano-
Thompson, and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at approximately 
7:50 P.M. to a regular meeting of the DRB.  
 
A Certified Correct Minutes Copy 

 
 
 

Secretary of the Planning Commission 
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