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29 December 2008

Moraga Town Council
P.O. Box 188
Moraga, CA 94556

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

To many of us, as the attached list attests, to be able to be with our dogs at
Moraga’s Rancho Laguna Park during off leash hours is one of the many
pleasures that life in Lamorinda offers. In a praiseworthy decision, the Moraga
Town Council enacted, some 20 years back, the humanitarian ordinance stating
the hours when we and our four-legged companions could walk together joined
by a stronger bond than anything physical.

Unfortunately, the above picture is occasionally darkened by the actions of the
Contra Costa County Animal Control Services officers. Claiming their
presence at the park to be the result of someone’s complaint concerning the
presence of off leash dogs, they issue citations to law-abiding residents.
According to the mentioned officers, it doesn’t matter what the Town of
Moraga signs state; the park is not a dog park and, therefore, dogs should be on
leash at all times, so their reasoning goes.

Evidently, it i1s of no concern to them that the town ordinance reflects the will
of a Jarge number of residents, and that during most of the day, if any dogs at
all are present at the park, they’re on leash. Actually, in the sole instance when
[ was at the park when the officers appeared (no citation was issued then), I
derived the impression that had no complaint being filed, they wouldn’t have
been there.

Therefore, we would appreciate it if the Town Council were so kind to include
the above topic in the next meeting agenda.

Gratefully, I
/‘§ L R phemge - e e
. - ,.----/";p —\77

Luts Salvago-Toledo and “Lucky”
[salvago@comecast.net

125 Whitethorne Drive

Moraga, CA 94556

(925) 376-7830





Cosigners:

Brent and Mai Abel and “Bob” and “Allie” ........covivvvevninninn 376-4575
José Avelar and “Reggie”  .coovrveiiiiiniiiiriirie e 899-3016
Conrad Basset and “Duke”

Marc Biner and “Chester” oo ieeeieeniniiiiisiinasiraen 376-8597
Nancy Bluford and “Wolfie”

Ellen Bocek and “Shiloh”

Erla Boren and “Princeton”

Alison Bouchard and “Duke”  .oiiiiiiveiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 377-7773
Scott Bowhay and “Carly”

Lee and Karen Bren and “Kramer”

Michael Bugglin and “Baplep™  ccoiieiviiviiniiiiiinninen PR 377-1716
Linnéa Burnette and “Caesar”  ....ciiiviiiiieirmeraoriniisiiier 254-8553
William Carman and “Jeaneau” .......coceiverirevinieiirnecmerecnee 594-1907
Matt Chaney and “Auggy”

Nancy and Ben Chang and “Maggie”

John Cherry and “Murphy” e e 376-5687
Susie Cochrane and “Callie”  .orviiviieiiiriiiriinririenniinienn 376-5687
Doug Cole and “Calvin”

Ron Concepcion and “Kona”  .....ooierimeneaireceraenrnenenssocnne 376-0306
Bill Cosden and “Taia™ = ceeevrer e rre e 360-4096
Tom Coull and “Cleo” and “Erin”

Karen Crawford and “Ellie Mae” and “Bodie” .....ccceevevvrvervinnnn 284-7574
Robert Creek and “Shadow” ...coviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiriiiineernierionn 377-71190
Christina Dawson and “Biscuit”

William Deile and “Winnie” ...covviviiiiiiiiiniiiiiiininiiecinine vas 376- 7915
Joan Dorsey and “Tessie”

Paul and Judy Dyer and “Tommy” ....ccvvievvrreiivineirinrennernninn 631-1202
Judy Evans and “Malua”

Seth and Maureen Freeman and “Rocky” ...oocviiiiiiiiiniiiinnnnnnnn 376-8700
Mary Gabrielson and “Luna”

Cynthia Hann and “Bella”  ..oovriviriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaicimeinicrnionii 377-7625
Phil Henningsen and “Bradshaw” ....c.covieiiiiirnennriinnrcrenran 377-0790
Karen Hirtzel and “Mollie B.”  ....c.ovvvviivieveiieiinne enee (415) 519-9109
Fay Jabbari and “Sunny” ..o, 377-5177
Katie Jackson and “Bear”

Nancy James and “Nicki” and “Norah”

Tami Jewett and “Ludit”  ....ooveieiiirieeieeeiiiieiireariareseneanans 3777537

Kevin Kappielian and “4jax”





Bob Kemmerle and “Kona,” “Oliver” and “Beo”

Lawrence Konce and “Sherman” ...cveeeeeeiniiiiiriiiieinnanenion 254-6975
Patti Liberman and “Belld” .vvevevirreerrererrerierirernnnscinrsenssmeonn 377-5225
Linda Madden and “Tazzie”

Jeanne Moreau and “Juneau”

Sue McCalluey and “Bogie”

Tricia and Peter McDonald and “Sally” ..coovvireiiiiiiiiiiiniinnnn 376-4618
Kevin McGuire and “Dakota” and “Riot” .....ccoveeiviiniivimincnen 963-2245
Sallly McLaughlin and “Toby”

Robert Millham and “Tobp” ...ccvviviininiviiiiimiiiiiniiein 254-1775
Shelley Neustrom and “Gus”

Blair Newel and “J” cviiiiiiiiiiininrisissnessnesirssassesssmsens 284-3731
David Oeth and “Cali”  .ocoreir e ier e vranees 376-2714
John Parodi and “Molly” ..o ereetrreerecaeanaeranna 631-1515

Gary Pon and “Annie”
Lucia Psenakova and “Panzer”

Tim Raftis and “Dash™  coviriiiii et e et rerre s eeens 631-9563
David Ravinsky and “Bella”  ....cocovieiieiiiiiiiiirinirrerneens e 376-2129
Matt Rel and “LIRUS” vt ieereeiteatresastaeseasann o 631-1500
Rich Render and “Monte”  oveviririeieeieeirieiireressesonnnss o 631-0349
Mark Ross and “Cali”

Cormna Sassano and “Figo” and “Farley” ..ccevenvreeiiivieinnnnn 253-5658
Sue Schechtman and “Maceo™  ...ovveerreiiieiiiiiiiiiriernne o 376-3712
Bob Schipper and “Midnight”

Mary Schlobohm and “Sierra” ...cocoereiiiiiiiiiiiiriirieieennen 376-1146
Marcie Schmitz and “Lucky”  coeeerrieiiiiiiriiriiiiiiiiieainnnnen o 377-5857
Melanie Simcoff and “Carter” and “Zoe” .ovvvvevrivvinvivnrinrnen 258-0880

Dave Snell and “Ginger”
Mark Solomon and “Sortz”

Frank Stevens and “Dewey” and “Taffie” .....cccvvvivieiiiiveninnnn 376-5427
Mark and Ramey Stevens and “Keno” ...ccccveeineiiinnrinieiionnn 376-9026
Blaz Stivanicevic and “GInger” ....occcieeveeviiiiireiiiiienaennn. 376-8309
Robert Stoltenberg and “Rambo” ..........covvviviviiiiiiininerninanins 258-6936

Walter and Phyllis Stover and “Willy” and “Abbie”
Doug Sutter and “Pickles” and “Bogey”

Bob Symon and “Kain” ...cciiiiiiiiiiiiiireiiireiresreenanes 284-7197
Laune Tarkoff and “Elvis” and “Kone”

Mary Jane Temple and “Andi” ......oooviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. 708-1486
Ed Traille and “Franke”  .oovreviiviiiiiriniriieerevniserreiasiins 376-0754
Danielle Tran and “Sam”

Gail and Sonny Tsuboi and “Lucy” ...ovvvviiiniiiiiiiiiiiiaina 376-9151





JoAnn Vance and “Mia”  ..ooviiiiiiiiiiivivicirii i 376-3712
Martha Vega and “Frankie”

Mike and Marcia Walsh and “Brolie,” “Abby” and “Nellie” ..... 376-4575
Gary Watts and “Brownie” ... .c.c.coiiverereriirnienreriinissiisonn 376-0990
Mike Weinberger and “Lena”  .ivvvviiiieiiiniriiniciiiirinnin. 377-0790
Elaine Wheeler and “Dakota”

Joe Wiley and “Max”  .coeieeririiiiiiiiiiiiereriiiinsinaconsaasn 254-9073

Linda Wong and “Smokey” i 377-8570
Pin Pin Wong and “Dash” et 631-9053
Velorie Yee and “Bruce”  co.vvvveeiiiiiiiiiieiiiiscsnenrenesnsnncnn 376-6692

Larry Zedaker and “Shasta”  ..ocoovveiiiiiiiiininiiiieiiiiiiiionin, 376-1081
Meg Zentner and “Addie”  ...ovvvivriiiiiiiiiiiin e 376-2160
Martin Zucker and “Jelly”  oooiviiiiiiiiiiiirn e aeee 376-2044






Jay Ingram

From: Luis Salvago-Toledo [Isalvago@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, February 01, 2009 9:22 AM

To: Jay Ingram

Subject: RE: Rancho Laguna off-leash hours

Hi Jay,

After discussing the points included in your e-mail with a number of park users, here’s the unanimous input, with which |
wholeheartedly agree:

Item “Allow dogs off leash only on the paved and grass section of Rancho Laguna Park.”

Comment: From law abiders, we'll all (hundreds of us) become law breakers right away. The paved circular path we walk
with our dogs has grass on one side and wood chips or dirt on the other. The dogs walk, run, and romp with their kind
here and there. The only way to keep them exactly in the designated area would be using a leash. So, good by to “off-
leash” hours! Besides, what's the point? Who'll benefit from it? and what are the chances of enforceability? As a matter
of fact, we prefer when they poop in the “forbidden zone” because we can do a more thorough picking job. Additionally, in
one of such areas, next to the fence, grow a kind of grass that for some reason they enjoy munching. So, there they go,
under our watchful eye. Frankly, Jay, in this case, | feel we're aiming at solving a non-problem. I'm sure the infamous
Bernie will opine contrariwise, though, from his dog-hating disposition, anything, no matter how abusive or ludicrous, is to
be expected.

Item “... take out dusk and sunset, suggesting 4-6pm during standard time and 6-8pm during daylight savings time.”

Comment: Definitely a plus, as far as removing “dusk” and “sunset.” However, a number of walkers shelter a similar
dislike for “standard” and “daylight savings.” That's why | suggested 4 pm year round, to capture the simplicity of the
morning hours. As far as including a "to” time, in addition to the "from” one, we see it as another unnecessary restriction
that benefits nobody and make a number of us transgressors right away. Please keep in mind that the residents on the
neighboring area (Sanders Ranch and its surroundings), frequently walk with their dogs in the Park in the evening hours.
Although the parking area gate closes, there are two pedestrian gates that remain open. | oftentimes drive in the evening,
park outside and have a lovely evening walk. At times, it coincides that the policeman is locking the driving gate. We
have a little chat, and afterwards he wishes me a nice walk and leaves. Is that supposed to become unlawful under the
new scheme of things?

In closing, I'd like to remind you that the whole complaint we presented before the Council and Parks and Recreation was
simply against Animal Control Services for ignoring the local ordinance. We have nothing but praise for the two
mentioned local bodies and how things are right now. So, our list of suggested improvements is pretty modest:

1. Use one single off-leash evening hour year-round: after 4 pm.

Install a bulleting board at the park to communicate with us: sports training hours, weddings (the park is large, if
we know in advance where the event will be held, we'll be in the opposite end), lost and found, etc.

3. Ask coaches to hold their practices away from the parking area. Right now, as soon as the car door is open, the
dog gets out and goes straight to the closest spot: where the kids are practicing.

4. Include a clause somewhat like: “inasmuch as possible, dogs should be kept away from the two children play
areas. Yes, “inasmuch as possible” because some young mothers bring them both: their children and their dogs,
and, of course, they want to watch them both. As for the rest of us, it's no problem at all to be away from those
areas (please keep in mind that one of them is next to the parking lot, so the dog may get out of the car and cross
the children playground, but it's only passing by).

5. Please, please, please, respect our evening hours. At the end of a hectic day, nothing beats to walk with Lucky at
Rancho Laguna under the stars. The few of us who engage in such practice harm no one and live longer.

6. Staple Bernie’s mouth and transfer Animal Control Services {fo Namibia.

Hoping you’ll read my input wearing your best-disposition armor.

Luis






From: Jay Ingram [mailto:jingram@moraga.ca.us]
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 11:32 AM

To: Luis Salvago-Toledo

Subject: RE: Rancho Laguna off-leash hours

Luis,

I have spent some time on the ordinance revision and will spend more time on it very soon. Right now, I'm trying my
best to simplify the entire section of the ordinance. What I have done so far is take out dusk and sunset, suggesting 4-
6pm during standard time and 6-8pm during daylight savings time. | also plan to allow dogs off leash only on the paved
and grass section of Rancho Laguna Park. | need to address park rentals in this ordinance as well. For example, just last
week we booked an outdoor wedding at Rancho Laguna in late September. Their wedding would be during dog-off
leash hours, but | can’t have dogs at the park while a wedding ceremony is happening.

Please keep the suggestions coming. It looks like this will go back to the Parks and Recreation Commission for more
discussion and possible action on February 17, 2009. | will definitely keep you posted.

Thanks for your continued input.
Jay Ingram

Parks and Recreation Director
Town of Moraga

From: Luis Salvago-Toledo [mailto:Isalvago@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 27, 2009 11:04 AM

To: Jay Ingram

Subject: Rancho Laguna off-leash hours

Hi Jay,

A number of dog walkers, with whom | agree, have expressed to me that, to simplify the issue as much as possible,
stating in the signs that the off-leash hours are before 9 AM and after 4 PM (year round, no “dusk,” no "sunset,” just pure
simplicity) would do. If | remember correctly, such wording would agree with your original suggestion. Therefore,
congratulations!

Thanks for your time and effort.

Luis






Jay Ingram

From: Jay Tashiro

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2009 8:09 AM

To: wonderventures@yahoo.com

Cc: Jay Ingram

Subject: RE: Rancho Laguna Dog Off-Leash Rules
Ms. Wonder:

Thank you for the attached information and your comments. Currently, the subject issue is being discussed by the Park
and Recreation Commission and | will make sure that you comments and information is passed onto the Commission and
Jay Ingrams who is the Park and Recreation Director.

Again thank you and have a great day!

Jay

From: Brigid Wonder [mailto:wonderventures@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2009 1:03 PM

To: Philip Vince

Subject: Rancho Laguna Dog Off-Leash Rules

Hi, Jay,
Just wanted to put in my thoughts on this.

The time spent at the park is a very valuable community activity. We live across town on Corliss and see folks
from around the town at the park, all with their dogs.

Having a set time year round is not practical - the position of the sun is constantly changing.
Maybe have a seasonal time (particularly in summer because 7 PM is very different from 1 hour before dusk) or
give 4 general times - fall, winter, spring and summer with the general provision that 1 hour before dusk is

acceptable at all times.

[ also think it's good to err on the side of relaxed enforcement as long as it is 'close' to actual sunset. All the
people I've seen who use the park to exercise their dogs are good and responsible citizens.

Here is a website that helps pinpoint sunset daily in a monthly calendar format. Use the location selector
drop-down list and find ""Moraga Town'"' then change the month to see the variability in sunset times. Even

within the month of March, there is about 1 1/2 hours' difference in sunset from March 1 to March 31st.

http://www.sunrisesunset.com/usa/California.asp

Please pass this on as appropriate.
Thank you for your hard work for this great community.
Best,

Brigid Wonder






Meeting Date: February 17, 2009

TOWN OF MORAGA STAFE REPORT
To: Parks and Recreation Commission

From: Jay Ingram, Parks and Recreation Director

Subject: February Agenda Items

Unfinished Business

Revisions to Municipal Code Chapter 12.08.180 — A draft version of the ordinance is
provided in the packet. Some of the changes for the current ordinance include:

-Presence at Hacienda — no major changes made

-Presence at Commons Park — eliminated any off-leash allowance, under proposed
change, dogs must be on-leash at all times.

-Presence at Rancho Laguna — Dogs only allowed off-leash before 9am AND 4-6p
(Standard Time) and 6-8p (Daylight Savings Time). Mr. Salvago-Toledo has expressed
interest to go from 4pm to park closing every day to make it simple. Also, the off-leash
allowance will only be on the turf and paved path area at Rancho. Mr. Salvago-Toledo
has stated that if this language is approved, the dog owners will all become law
breakers. Staff recommends this language for is for safety of park patrons. Dogs should
not be allowed to run off-leash in the playgrounds, picnic areas, amphitheater, and sand
volleyball court — so a specific area was designated. There are two acres of turf at
Rancho.

The other change for Rancho is clarity that there will be no dogs allowed off-leash during
a time of any event approved or sponsored by the Town. This implies that dogs can come
to the park during an event approved or sponsored by the Town, but them must be
leashed.

In the previous section C.2 — The area at Rancho Laguna Park designated for training for
hunting, obedience, tracking, show......... has been taken out completely. Nobody
knows what “that area at Rancho Laguna Park” really is or where it is located. Since
removing the language, | have spoken with Barbara Miess a local resident and the only
person that regularly renews her permit through the Parks and Recreation office. It
appears that her permit has been issued since 2005, but there is no fee attached.
Apparently this permit allows her to go to the park and train her animals regardless of
time of day. She usually goes when no one is around so she can set up her training
course. Ms. Miess is one of the original members that was part of making Rancho
Laguna more accessible to dogs. I’m open for suggestions on this issue? | don’t believe






it is good policy to include something in an ordinance that allows for this when only one
person takes advantage of it.

-Presence at Mulholland Open Space Preserve — stays pretty much the same. | don’t like
the vagueness of dogs needing to stay on the paved portion of Donald Drive, but who is
going to enforce that!

-Presence at Lamorinda Skate Park — No major changes.

If the commission can arrive at a decision/recommendation at this meeting, staff will
provide the draft ordinance to the Town Attorney. If the Town Attorney can
“wordsmith” the document but keep the concepts the same, then the draft ordinance will
be forwarded to Town Council and not return to the Park and Recreation Commission.

Commission Goals 2009 - The Town Council will be looking for a focused discussion
on Commission/Department Goals for 2009. | suggest that the focus be the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan and/or the Hacienda Business Plan.

1) The Master Plan attached costs estimates to Priority Level 1 improvements:
Acquire special use area/site for multi-generational community center $ 4,250,000.00
Develop a Master Plan for gym/multi-generational community center $ 100,000.00

Develop gym/multi-generational community center $ 7,000,000.00
Implement Hacienda de las Flores building improvements $1,000,000.00
Reconfigure sports fields at Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School $ 205,188.00
Implement other school sports field improvements $ 500,000.00

Conduct a feasibility study for gym/multi-generational community center $  75,000.00

2) The Hacienda Business Plan provided a three step approach for facility improvements:
marketing and cost recovery:

Step 1 — More aggressive marketing effort, better signage, some 2 per day weddings
Step 2 — Modifications to the La Sala, reconfigure parking spaces

Step 3 — Construction of a 5,000 sg. ft. building to replace Casita

Cost figures identified from the Hacienda Business Plan:
3) Master Plan Hacienda property $ 25,000.00

4) In addition to the above priorities, the Parks and Recreation Commission had
expressed interest in installing synthetic turf at Rancho Laguna Park.

5) Provide a long term vision for Commons Park

Out of this discussion we need to identify 2-3 topics to discuss with Town Council on
March 3, 2009 — 6:30pm. A source of funds for development of recreational amenities or
land acquisition will come from East Bay Regional Parks Bond Measure WW. The
Town of Moraga will receive $737,587. Other options include Palos Colorados and other
funding mechanisms.





New Business

Draft Summary Report — Community Facilities Tour — A PowerPoint presentation
based on this report, will be given to Town Council on February 25™. I will take 10
minutes of your time to share the presentation with the Commission.

Appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair — Commission needs to vote on a Chair and
Vice-Chair for the balance of 2009 and the beginning of 2010.






wNovember 28, 2008

Glenn E Howell, Director

Animal Control Department CC County
4800 Imhoff Place

Martinez, CA 94553

This 1s a complaint about the behavior of Animal Control Officer Dumandan
on 11/28/08. At 4:10 PM Officer Dumandan was in discussion with a
number of Moraga residents about the rules for allowing dogs off leash at
Rancho Laguna Park in Moraga. They tried to show him the sign erected by
the Department of Parks & Recreation which allows un-leached dogs to run
free one hour before dusk. He stubbornly refused to accept the rule enacted

by the town.

I returned home to retrieve a copy of Municipal Code Section 12.08. 180 B.
He refused to accept a copy of the Ordinance that he was erroneously
enforcing. His failure to act in a reasonable manner deprived the citizens of

the Town of Moraga of the use of their own park!

Surely there are not so many “dog parks” in Contra Costa County that_it
would be a great burden to have the Animal Control Officers Trained in the

rules they are trying to enforce.

I would appreciate your reply, telling me and the other Moraga dog owners
how you will rectify this problem.

William G Deile
303 Tharp Drive
Moraga CA 94556
TEL: 925 376-7915

P S. Sunset on November 28,2008 was at 4,50 PM






12.08.180 Animals.

A. Presence at Hacienda de las Flores. No person shall permit a dog, cat or other domesticated

animal to enter or be upon any grounds at the the-Hacienda de las Flores parkland-unless the

animal is securely leashed and under control_at all times.

B. Presence at Moraga Commons. No person shall permit a dog, cat or other domesticated animal

to enter or be upon any grounds at the Moraga Commons Park unless the animal is securely

leashed and under control at all times.

C. and-Presence at Rancho Laguna Park. -No person shall permit a dog, cat or other

domesticated animal to enter or be upon_any grounds at- Rancho Laguna Park unless the animal

is securely leashed and under control at all times except under the following conditions:

1) During Daylight Savings Time animals allowed off-leash only on the turf area of the park. This

off-leash time shall be daily from park opening to 9:00 a.m. and from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

2) During Standard Time, animals allowed off-leash only on the turf area of the park. This off-leash

time shall be daily from park opening to 9:00 a.m. and from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

3) During the time of any event approved or sponsored by the Town, no off-leash animals will be

allowed in any section of the Park. The Town will try to notify park users of upcoming events/park

rentals.






D. Presence at Mulholland Open Space Preserve. No person shall permit a dog, cat or other

domesticated animal to enter or be upon any grounds at the Mulholland Open Space Preserve
parkland unless the animal is securely leashed and under control_at all times, except that a person

may allow a dog, cat or other domesticated animal under his or her control to enter or to be upon

the paved portion of Donald Drive without a leash.

E. Presence at Lamorinda Skate Park. Netwithstanding-theforegoing,-Nro person shall permit a
dog, cat or other domesticated animal to enter or be upon any grounds at the Lamorinda Skate

Park.

(Ord. 199 § 1, 2004; Ord. 197 § 2, 2003; Ord. 192 § 3, 2003; Prior code § 9-142)





